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Israel to build roads for 
settlement expansion 

TEL AVIV (APJ — Israel’s housing ministry has issued a 
tender to build roads in the new section of the Maale Adu- 
mini settlement in the West Bank, being expanded to 3,500 
units, Israel/ TV reported Thursday. U» tender for the roads 
^as issued shortly before Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu met U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albri ght 
in Paris in an attempt to revive the stalled peace process, the 
j^port said The Palestinians and the U.S. are opposed to the 
expansion of settlements in the West Bank and Gaza. Ms. 
Albright has urged a “timeout” in settlement-building. A 
housing ministry spokesman refused to confirm or deny the 
report, but said Maale Adumim was being expanded. “We 
are expanding Maale Adumim just as we are expanding all 
[he ocher neighbourhoods in greater Jerusalem. This policy 
is supported by a national consensus " said Moshe EiJaL 
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AMMAN (J.T. J — The Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
on Friday extinguished a fire 
which broke out at a cloth fac- 
iay in the Free Zone Area in 
Zarqa. CDD sources said the 
accident caused only material 
losses and no casualties were 
reported CDD Director-Gen- 
eral Deeb Maani ordered the 
formation of a committee to 
investigate the cause of the 
fire. 

Israel beefs up 
security in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli security 
forces deployed reinforce- 
ments throughout Jerusalem 
on Friday after intelligence 
reports of a possible attack by 
Islamists against civilians, 
police said. Army and police 
patrols were stepped up in 
public places in the city and 
orders were given to be on 
akit ai the entrances to 
Jerusalem, police said. Securi- 
ty services received informa- 
tion drat a cell of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) was planning an 
attack on Israeli civilians in 
Jerusalem, police said, with- 
out revealing the nature of the 
attac k. 

Pales tinians 
drop attempt 
to downgrade 
Israeli credentials 

UNTIED NATIONS, (AFP) 
— TteMestiniansonThurs- 
day.abandoned an attempt to 
downgrade the credentials of 
■ the Israeli mission to the Unit- 
ed Nations, citing positive 
moves in the peace process. 
The move came in the 185- 
nation UN. General Assem- 
bly. where the Arab group had 
planned to introduce an 
amendment to the annual 
report of the UN. credentials 
committee. The controversial 
draft amendment said that the 
Israeli delegation’s credentials 
did not cover the Arab popula- 
tion in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Tbridsh -Cypriots 
withdraw from 
peace talks 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish- 
Cvpriot leader Rauf Denktash 
has formally informed the 
. United Nations of his decision 
to withdraw from U.N.-spon- 
sored intercommunal talks for 
the divided island's reunifica- 
tion, the Turidsh-Cypriot TAX 
news agency' reported Friday. 
The intercommunal talks 
came to an effective end" fol- 
lowing a European Union 
decision to launch next year 
membership talks with 
Cyprus’ inremationally-recog- 
nised Greek-Cypriot govern- 
ment, TAK quoted Mr. Denk- 
tash as saying. 

Tbrkish men, women 
finally to receive 
equal treatment 
— in adutery 

ANKARA (AFP) — A Ttak- 
ish parliamentary commission 
has approved a bill under 
which married men and 
women could be sentenced to 
up to two years in jail for adul- 
tery, newspapers reported Fri- 
day. Under the previous legis- 
lation, married women con- 
victed of adultery could be 
given up to three-year jail 
terms, while men faced no 
imprisonment. To take effect, 
the new legislation must be 
: approved by parliament’s gen- 
eral assembly. “With this 
^mendmetH, a major source of 
inequality between women 
and men is being prevented,” 
sad IsOay Say gin, stale minis- 
ter for women’s affairs. But 
several commentators criti- 
cised the new legislation, say- 
ing it was insufficient and that 
Foson terms should altogether 
be abolished for adultery 
cases. 


Arafat accepts Albright’s plan of 
further crackdown on Islamists 

Netanyahu offers no guarantee-, Cabinet will decide 
on West Bank troop pullout before Clinton meeting 


Doves win landslide 
IAF Shura Council 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


victory in 
elections 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

AFTER SIGNING an 
agreement to crack down 
on Islamists Thursday, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat insisted Israel com- 
ply with the Oslo interim 
peace accords and begin 
West Bank troop with- 
drawals. 

Speaking outside British 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s Downing Street 
office, Mr. Arafat blamed 
Israel for the current dead- 
lock in the peace process. 

“In spite of the endeav- 
ours of [U.S.] Secretary of 
State [Madeleine] Albright 
and President [Bill] Clin- 
ton, unfortunately we are 
still suffering from an 
impasse because so far we 
have not witnessed a 
scrupulous, honest imple- 
mentation of the agree- 
ments.” said the Palestinian 
president. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat accused 
Israel Friday of using 
stalling tactics in imple- 
menting the Oslo agree-, 
tnent which calls for Israeli 
troops to withdraw from the 
West Bank. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is 
"playing delaying tactics,” 
said Mr. Erakat on the side- 
lines of a meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and the EU pres- 
idency in Luxembourg. 

He said Mr. Arafat had 
agreed in his meeting 
Thursday in London with 
Ms. Albright to a U.S. doc- 
ument on security and 
expressed surprise at Israeli 
statements that no such 
accord had been reached. 

“President Arafat handed 


the paper to Albright saying 
that he accepted it and the 
Israelis came today with a 
statement that there is no 
such agreement which is 
really surprising,” Mr. 
Erakat said. 

He added that the Pales- 
tinians and Israelis had 
agreed to meet Monday to 
discuss implementation of 
the security accord. 

“We stressed the point 
that we want a security 
agreement based on the 
Oslo agreement which 
specifies that we should 
fight violence or terror 
whether committed by 
Palestinians or Israelis or 
against Palestinians or 
Israelis,” he said, adding 
that Mr. Netanyahu had 
refused the principle of rec- 
iprocity. 

"Mr. Netanyahu cannot 
ask us why we release pris- 
oners if he releases the 
Israeli killers of Palestini- 
ans which he is doing a 
lot.” Mr. Erakat said. 

An Israeli newspaper 
reported Friday that the 
new security agreement 
gives the United States the 
right to veto the release of 
suspected Islamist activists 
from Palestinians jails. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said the agreement stipu- 
lates that the Palestinians 
will give the CIA advance 
notice of the names of 
detainees they plan to 
release. 

The CIA will then inform 
Israel of. impending releas- 
es, and Israel will be given 
an opportunity to voice 
objections. In die end, the 
PNA can only release 
detainees with U.S. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu adamant West Bank 
to remain part of ‘Israel proper’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, reaffirming 
his hardline opposition to granting Palestinians more than limited self- 
ruk. asserted Friday that the occupied West Bank would remain part of 
"IskkI proper.” Speaking to a meeting of journalists from the World Zion- 
ist Organisation. Mr. Netanyahu chided critics of his policies who "think 
of Judea and Samaria (the Jewish names for (he West Bank] as some : 
colony like Algeria ora possession in Africa- There is no body of water . 
separating the West Bank from Israel proper It is part of Israel proper.” , 
Mr. Netanyahu said It is our backyard It is not foreign land io us.” Mr ( 
Netanyahu went on to assert that Arabs only settled in large numbers in 
the lands of Palestine after Jews began developing the area a cennny ago. 
“The Jewish reconstruction is the primary reason for the influx of Jews 
and Arabs, who are now called Palestinians, to this land” he said 

Two-thirds of Israelis support 
evacuating W. Bank settlements 

TEL AVTV (APl — Two-thirds of Israelis favour evacuating 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in return 
for real peace with the Palestinians, according to a poll pub- 
lished Friday. In a peace agreement, Israel would have to hand 
more of the West Bank and Gaza to Palestinian control includ- 
ing areas where Jewish settlements are located. A defence min- 
istry proposal for a permanent peace agreement floated this 
week reportedly would keep 42 of 144 West Bank settlements 
out of areas under Israeli control The survey was conducted by 
the Dahaf Institute and published in the Yediot Ahronot news- 
paper. In one part, a representative sample of 51 1 Jewish adults 
was polled, and a second part contained answers from 478 set- 
tlers. The margin of error in both was 4 per cent. 

Husseini agrees with King on 
Palestinian ‘capital in Jerusalem’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — A promi- 
nent Palestinian leader has 
voiced support for His 
Majesty King Hussein’s views 
concerning the establishment 
of a Palestinian state with its 
capital to be located in 
Jerusalem. 

Faisal Husseini who is in 
charge of the Jerusalem port- 
folio in the Palestinian Nation- 


al Authority made the state- 
ment to the Jerusalem-based 
Arabic language daily A1 
Quds in which he cited recent 
remarks by King Hussein 
deman ding that the Palestinian 
state should have its capital in 
Jerusalem proper. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Aziz takes reporters on tour 
of Iraq’s presidential palaces 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQI DEPUTY Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz took 
journalists on a tour of 
presidential palaces in 
Baghdad on Friday in a bid 
to prove they do not contain 
banned weapons of mass 
destruction. 

“We would like you to see 
these palaces where a lot of 
mysteries have been fabri- 
cated so that you can see 
for yourselves that these are 
normal presidential sites” 
Mr. Aziz said. 

Iraq has categorically 
refused to allow inspectors 
from the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
on disarming Iraq access to 
so-called “presidential” 
sites, saying they are a sym- 
bol of national sovereignty. 

On Thursday, the chief 
U.N. arms inspector told 
the Security Council that 
Iraq is expanding areas it 
has declared off-limits, but 
Washington appeared ready 
for the time being to seek 
only a joint statement 
demanding access to all 
sites. 

U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson called the 
report by the Australian 
Chief Inspector Richard 
Butler “discouraging.” Mr. 
Richardson said it showed 
that Iraq was scaling back 
cooperation with the United 
Nations. 

But Russia's U.N. ambas- 
sador said Moscow still 



Iraqi deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz stands with 
reporters in front of an American missile at the main gate 
of A1 Naser palace in Baghdad on Friday which hit the 
palace during the Gulf war. On the missile is written 
"Down with USA." Mr Aziz again vowed that U.N. arms 
inspectors will never enter the buildings ( AP Photo) 

opposes using force for fear Iraqis would never let 


Baghdad would kick out all 
U.N. inspectors and refuse 
ro allow long-term monitor- 
ing of Iraqi industries. 

Mr. Butler briefed the 15- 
raember council Thursday 
on his talks this week with 
Iraqi officials. He said the 


inspectors inside President 
Saddam Hussein’s palaces 
and other “sovereignty 
sites.” 

Mr. Butler also said Iraq 
had increased the number 
of sites inspectors could not 
visit, including “secret 


rooms” in intelligence or 
security services facilities. 

After the briefing, Mr. 
Butler refused to discuss in 
detail what he told the 
council. 

But in a written report 
submitted Wednesday. Mr. 
Butler said Iraqi officials 
insisted that they would not 
allow inspections of presi- 
dential and “sovereignty” 
sites “under any circum- 
stances.” 

Mr. Butler said Iraq’s 
deputy prime minister, 
Tareq Aziz, insisted Bagh- 
dad no longer had weapons 
of mass destruction. He 
offered to discuss differ- 
ences over interpretation of 
scientific data already gath- 
ered by the inspectors but 
said they “would not volun- 
teer any new information” 
about proscribed weapons, 
Mr. Butler’s report said 

‘There’s been a step back, 
some retrenchment here” 
Mr. Richardson said. ‘'We 
now have Iraq officially 
stating that some sites are 
off-limits... We are very 
concerned about these 
developments. We think 
they're negative elements.” 

Diplomats who attended 
the private meeting said 
members agreed Iraq must 
grant access to all sites, 
including the president’s 
palaces. But the council 
remains deeply divided 
over how to respond. 

Russian Ambassador 

( Continued on page 7) 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a surprise 
development, moderates and 
centrists won an overwhelm- 
ing majority in this weekend’s 
elections for the Shura Coun- 
cil of the influential Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), the high- 
er decision-making body in 
the Kingdom's strongest 
opposition party. 

The hawks obtained less 
than 20 per cent of the 120 
seats, maintaining the same 
representation they had in the 
last council, election results 
issued last night showed. 

Well-placed IAF sources 
had earlier predicted that 
hard-liners would secure a 
landslide victory in the ballot, 
heightening tensions between 
the group and the govern- 
ment 

They bad said the current 
crisis in Islamist-goverament 
relations, which culminated 
in the Islamists* boycott of 
last month's general elections, 
would result in a radicalisa- 


tion of the party. 

But yesterday’s results sig- 
nalled that “the TAP's base is 
less politicised than we 
expected.” an Islamist analyst 
said. 

'•Many voters, especially in 
rural areas, simply re-elected 
the leaders they already 
know,” he added. 

Another IAF source 
stressed that the conflict 
between hawks and doves 
exists mainly in the cities. like 
Salt. Zarqa and Amman, 
where the political debate is 
more intense and sophisticat- 
ed. 

“But the base in other 
regions is not even aware of 
the party's division between 
hawks and doves.” he said. 

The hawks, who believe the 
front should abide more 
strictly by the directives of its 
mother organisation, the pow- 
erful Muslim Brotherhood, 
retained their seats in Sweileh 
(eight seats, including former 
12th Parliament Deputy 
Hamm am Said and hard-line 
leader Mohammad Abu 


Paris j. but won only one seat 
in Zarqa and Russeifeh, their 
two other traditional strong- 
holds. 

The doves, who advocate 
the party’s total independence 
from the Brotherhood, won a 
cosy majority in the capital's 
three districts, and clinched 
all seven seats in Salt. 

Centrist Emad Abu Diah, a 
leading figure in the front and 
also in the Muslim Brother- 
hood, surprisingly lost. 

The newly-elected Shura 
Council is scheduled to elect 
a 13-member Executive 
Committee in its first session, 
on Dec. 26. 

The Executive Committee 
will then elect a new secretary 
general to succeed moderate 
Ishaq Farhan. who has 
already served at the party’s 
head for two consecutive 
terras and is therefore not eli- 
gible, according to party regu- 
lations. 

Former Senator Abdul Latif 
Arab iy at, a dove, is tipped by 
many as Dr. Farhan’s succes- 
sor. " I 


Japan agrees to reschedule 
Jordan’s $65 million debt 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan and Jordan 
agreed to reschedule Jor- 
dan’s debts to Japan amount- 
ing to $65 million. Notes to 
this effect were exchanged 
between H.E Takayuki 
Kimura. ambassador of 
Japan to Jordan and H.E. Dr. 
Suleiman Hafez. Minister of 
Finance at the Ministry of 
Finance on Dec. 18, 1997. 

The debt, which is due 


berween June 1 997 and Feb- 
ru arv 1 999. with $4J million 
official debt and $24 million 
commercial debt, will be 
repaid by 2018 for official 
debt and 2016 for commer- 
cial debt under this resched- 
uling agreement- Hus is the 
4th rescheduling of Jordan- 
ian debts to Japan, following 
similar rescheduling 

arrangements agreed in 
1990, 1993 and 1995. 


Mr. Kimura said after the 
signing: “We hope this 
rescheduling will help allevi- 
ate Jordan’s burden of debt , 
servicing and provide bases : 
of increased inflow of ex ter- , 
nal funds ro Jordan.” Tbe 
Japanese government can 
now accelerate the new offi- 
cial development assistance 
loan to be provided to Jor- 
dan." 


Deputies’ visit to Knesset draws criticism 

‘He is a man who abides by Islam 
and the people elected him as such ’ 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A visit by 
two members of Parlia- 
ment to the Israeli Knesset 
on Thursday drew mixed 
reactions by the two 
deputies* colleagues and 
their constituents. 

The strongest reactions 
were against Islamist 


Deputy Mohammad Ra’- 
fat who represents the 
Baqa’a refugee camp at 
the newly elected Lower 
House. 

“As a deputy, 1 denounce 
this visit and fail to see the 
reasons behind it.” fellow 
Islamist Deputy Moham- 
mad Azaydeh told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday. 

Mr. Azaydeh added he 


sees this visit as a step 
towards normalisation of 
ties with Israel. He said he 
was surprised when he 
learned of Mr. Ra’fat’s 
visit because “he is a man 
who abides by Islam and 
was elected by the people 
according to that.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Sheikh Yassin offers Israel peace in 



exchange for West Bank and Gaza 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
spiritual leader of Hamas on 
Thursday offered Israel 
peace in exchange for the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin told 
Channel 2 TV that the areas, 
which Israel seized in the 
1967 war, “are occupied ter- 
ritories... the whole world 
says they are occupied terri- 
tories. I say remove the 
occupation and its remnants 
from our lands and let's 
make peace." 


The Islamist group has 
opposed peacemaking with 
Israel and has bedevilled the 
Israel -PN A talks that began 
in 1993 with bombings that 
killed some 200 Israelis and 
contributed to the election 
of Israel’s hardline Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Sheikh Yassin has in the 
past occasionally con- 
demned the terrorist attacks 
— but this was his clearest 
peace offer to date. It sug- 


gested he may be falling in 
line with President Yasser 
Arafat's policy of striving 
for a territorial accommoda- 
tion with Israel. 

“When the occupation 
will end, and the people will 
return to their homeland 
there will be peace," he said. 
“But as long as... the occu- 
pation weighs heavy on my 
heart, where is peace?” 

No Israeli reaction to the 
statement was immediately 
available. 


Sheikh Yassin spent eight 
years in Israeli prison for 
ordering the killing of 
Palestinian collaborators 
with Israel. He was released 
in September in a swap for 
two Mossad agents captured 
in a failed assassination 
attempt of a Hamas leader 
in Jordan. 

The quadriplegic cleric 
said that if Israel wanted 
peace it would accept his 
offer. “But you don’t want 
it” he said. 


The previous Israeli gov- 
ernment appeared willing to 
allow a Palestinian state in 
most of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Mr. Netanyahu has soft- 
ened his stance and his cab- 
inet is debating alternative 
peace offers — but the most 
generous would still retain 
half the West Bank for 
Israel. He also still opposes 
Palestinian statehood and 
over 


any compromise 
Jerusalem. 


Israeli 

Arab 

lawmaker 

cancels 

visit to 

Lebanon 


BEIRUT (API — An Israeli 
Arab legislator called off a 
planned visit to Beirut 
Thursday amid reports that 
he was unwelcome in 
Lebanon, whose govern- 
ment refuses to give Israelis 
visas. 

Azmi Bishara. an opposi- 
tion member of Israel’s par- 
liament, Knesset, told the 
Associated Press that a busy 
schedule rather than visa 
problems forced him to 
postpone the visit indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr. Bishara’s proposed 
visit to attend a seminar this 
week in Beirut raised inter- 
est due to its political sig- 
nificance: Had he come, he 
would have been the first 
Israeli civilian to publicly 
set foot in Beirut since I9S2 
when Israel’s army invaded 
Lebanon and occupied the 
Lebanese capital briefly. 

Lebanon has no relations 
with Israel, whose army 
occupied a chunk of territo- 
ry in the south. Beirut does 
not give visas to Israelis 
regardless of their ethnicity 
and even keeps out Pales- 
tinians. fearing that allow- 
ing them in would open the 
door to illegal migration. 

Even foreigners caught 
with Israeli stamps on their 
passports are denied entry 
to the country. 

Mr. Bishara. who is now 
in the Syrian capital. Dam- 
ascus. dismissed as 
rumours reports in Beirut's 
media that parliament 
speaker Nabih Beni, a key 
official in the Lebanese 
government. was not 
Informed of the visit and 
thus opposed it. Mr. Bishara 
said he did not even try to 
obtain a visa. 
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China backs Israeli pullout from Lebanon 

‘Peace can progress with implementation ofU.N. resolutions’ 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Visiting 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen on Friday said 
he backed an Israeli pullout 
from south Lebanon as a way 
of advancing the Middle East 
peace process. 

"If United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 425 is 
implemented, the peace 
process will progress." Mr. 
Qian told reporters after 
meeting his Lebanese coun- 
terpart Fares Bouez. 

The U.N. resolution, adopt- 
ed in 1978. calls for an 
unconditional and complete 
Israeli withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. 

The Jewish state occupies a 
border strip as a self-declared 
“security zone" to protea its 
northern territories from 
guerrilla attacks. 

Mr. Qian said that his 10- 
day tour of the Middle East 
was aimed at asserting 
China’s interest in the Arab- 


Isroeli peace process and “an 
expression of the high con- 
cern of the international com- 
munity over the present stale- 
male.” 

“The peace process is cur- 
rently facing artificial obsta- 
cles and everybody in France, 
the United States, China. 
Russia and the U.N. hopes 
for breaking this deadlock.” 
he said. 

Mr. Qian, who is also due 
to meet President Elias 
Hrawi, Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri and Parliamentary 
Speaker Nabih Berri during 
his 48-hour visit to Lebanon, 
said his tails in Beirut were 
also aimed at boosting bilat- 
eral ties. 

The talks focused on boost- 
ing trade exchanges and tack- 
led the trade balance between 
the two countries which cur- 
rently favours China, which 
exports $200 million worth 
of products to Lebanon each 


year but imports goods worth 
only a few hundred thousand 
dollars. 

“We also want to encour- 
age Chinese enterprises and 
businessmen to participate” 
in Lebanon's SI 8 billion 
rebuilding programme 
launched after the end of the 
country’s 1975-1990 civil 
war. Mr. Qian said. 

Chinese-Lebanese relations 
have been revived after the 
end of Lebanon's civil strife 
through intensive diplomatic 
contacts, a series of econom- 
ic agreements and visits to 
Beij’ing by Mr. Bouez id 1993 
and Mr. Hariri in 1995. 

The Chinese foreign minis- 
ter is on a tour of the region 
that will also take him to 
Syria. Israel Egypt and the 
Palestinian territories. 

Mr. Qian will “explore 
ways of promoting” the Mid- 
dle East peace process which 
has been deadlocked since 


mid-March, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Tang 
Guoqiang said. 

Mr. Tang said China is con- 
cerned about the current 
stalemate and seeks greater 
international efforts to help 
re-start it. 

The final leg of the journey, 
from Dec. 28 to Jan. 1. will 
take Mr. Qian to South 
Africa, where he is due to 
sign a joint communique 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions between Beijing and 
Pretoria. 

South Africa has long 
maintained ties with rival Tai- 
wan, ruling out any formal 
relationship with mainland 
China, which views the 
nationalist island as a rene- 
gade province. 

Accompanying Mr. Qian 
on the crip are his wife. Zhou 
Hanqiong, and Assistant For- 
eign Minister Ji Peiding. 



CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS: Palestinian Christians on Friday prepare Christ- 
mas decorations under an arched walkway surrounding a courtyard of the Church 
of the Nativity, the traditional birthplace of Jesus Christ The Church of the Nativ - 1 
ity in Manger Square is one of the most popular Christian holy sites, especially dur- 
ing the holiday season (Reuters photo) 


Farrakhan accuses U.S. of practising terrorism through sanctions 


CAIRO (AP) — American 
Muslim leader Louis Far- 
rakhan Thursday accused 
the U.S. government of 
practising terrorism through 
economic sanctions on its 
enemies, saying sanctions 
“is a weapon of mass 
destruction.” 

Mr. Farrakhan also said 
his government appeared to 
be against Muslims. 

"The major nations that 
the United States in particu- 
lar is calling rogue states are 


Muslim states." Mr. Far- 
rakhan said in a reference to 
the U.S. enmity with Iran, 
Iraq. Libya and Sudan. 

But. he added. “Islam 
remains and will continue to 
be strong each and every 
day." 

Mr. Farrakhan. the leader 
of the Nation of Islam, made 
the comments at a news con- 
ference on the second day of 
his visit to Egypt as part of a 
52-nation tour. He leaves for 
Libya on Friday. 


He called on Washington 
“to end the greatest form of 
terrorism, which is sanc- 
tions. because sanctions is a 
weapon of mass destruction 
designed to kill innocent 
people... starving people.” 
Mr. Fanakhan had made a 
similar appeal during his 
visit earlier to Iraq, which is 
under crippling U.N. sanc- 
tions for invading Kuwait in 
1990. The United States 
strongly backs keeping the 
sanctions, and also has 


imposed its own embargoes 
on Cuba, Libya, Iran and 
Sudan. 

Mr. Farrakhan said the 
only reason for the U.S. 
actions are because “Ameri- 
ca does not like their leader- 
ship.” 

Besides Iraq and Egypt, 
Mr. Farrakhan also visited 
Iran. Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian-ruled areas. He want- 
ed to go to Jerusalem to pray 
at the Al Aqsa mosque, but 
cancelled the trip, saying he 


feared for his safety. 

Mr. Farrakhan said he has 
a message from God for 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. But 
he will make the message 
public only in the Libyan 
capita] of Tripoli. 

“1 wanted tr> give him a 
message that 1 believe Allah 
has put on my heart to deliv- 
er to him" Mr. Farrakhan 
said. “Inshallah |God will- 
ing!. I will deliver that mes- 
sage to him and a message 


tojny own president. JCIin- 
ton. in Tripoli," he said. 

The message “deals with 
peace and the justice that 
must come in order for 
peace to prevail,” he said, 
apparently referring to the 
deadlocked Middle East 
peace process that Arab 
nations blame on Mr. 
Netanyahu’s unwillingness 
to follow the peace accord 
his predecessor signed with 
the Palestinians. 

Mr. Farrakhan said he will 


Lebanese parliament approves amnesty for drug crimes during civil war 


BEIRUT t AP) — 

Lebanon’s parliament on 
Thursday approved a bill 
granting amnesty for 
drug-related crimes com- 
mitted between 1975 and 
1990. covering the Civil 
War period when drug 
trade was rampant. 

The bill, approved by 
the 12S-member legisla- 
ture with a majority vote. 


also stipulates increasing 
hard labour terms from 
seven to 1 5 years for any- 
one involved in drug traf- 
ficking and production 
following the amnesty. 

The state -run national 
news agency reported the 
voting, but did not give a 
breakdown on the vote 
count. 

It said the amnesty cov- 


ers all drug-related con- 
victions and pending 
charges filed during the 
1975-90 Civil War and 
the next five years. 

There are about 10.000 
drug fugitives in eastern 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. 
5,000 of whom have long 
been on the run in the 
rugged mountains of the 
Hermel district, a strong- 


hold of the hard-line Shi- 
ite Muslim cleric. Sheikh 
Sobhi Tufeili. 

Sheikh Tufeili. backed 
by the drug fugitives, 
recently led a public cam- 
paign to pressure the gov- 
ernment to improve living 
conditions in the impov- 
erished Bualbek-Hermel 
district of the northern 
Bekaa. 


Local media said the 
amnesty move was 
designed to lure the fugi- 
tives away from Sheikh 
Tufeili and weaken his 
control of the area. 

On the other hand, the 
independent newspaper 
Al Nahar said the 
amnesty was inspired by 
the United Stales, which 
wants to prevent Bekaa 


from once again becom- 
ing a centre of hashish 
farming. 

Since a crackdown in 
1993. the government has 
largely succeeded in 
eradicating the drug 
trade, which flourished 
particularly during the 
conflict’s chaos. 

At the time. Lebanese 
porrs acted as a point of 


shipment for locally 
grown hashish as well as 
transit for other drugs 
destined to Europe. 

Lebanon was rewarded 
last month when Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton 
announced he was remov- 
ing the country from a 
U.S. list of major drug- 
producing countries. j 
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northwesterly to northeasterly 
moderate. On Sunday and 
Monday temperatures will rise. 
In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 
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Queen attends UNU, Mentor Commuiiists blast Netanyahu, government policies 

board meetings in New York Naffa’a expected to be elected party chief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
United Nations University 
Internationa] Leadership 
Academy’s (UNU/ILAj 

Advisory Comminee. 

chaired by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, met Jast week 
in New York to discuss the 
1998 ILA programme and 
review proposals for its 
development, according to 
a press release. 

The comminee decided 
to expand the programme 
to two sessions, a three- 
week programme in July, 
from which outstanding 
participants would qualify 
for a six-week advanced 
leadership programme in 
the spring 1999, the state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor spoke of the 
encouraging and dynamic 
initiative of ILA partici- 
pants, who have formed an 
alumni association, the 
International Leadership 
Forum, and have initiated 
Regional Leadership Con- 
ferences, the first of which 
will be held in Pakistan in 
February 1998. 

The Queen emphasised 
the importance of tapping 
the valuable resources pool 
of former participants for 
future programmes. Japan- 
ese Ambassador to the 
U.N. Hisabsi Owada and 
UNU rector Hans Van 
Ginkel reiterated the sig- 
nificance of enhancing the 
unique character of the 
academy as an innovative 
global learning forum for 
future leaders that is based 
on meaningful interaction 
and dialogue aod reflects 
UN. concerns while bal- 
ancing global. Middle East 
and developing countries' 
perspectives, the statement 
continued. 

The ILA is the first glob- 
al leadership training facil- 
ity as well as the first U.N. 
institution to be initiated 
and established in the Mid- 
dle-East. It seeks to provide 
training in leadership skills 
and attitudes while foster- 
ing commitment to sustain- 
able development, sustain- 
able democracy, civil soci- 
ety institutions, and peace- 
ful resolution of disputes, 
the statement said. 

Queen Noor also spoke at 
a “Seeds of Peace" recep- 


tion and fund-raising din- 
ner held at Sotheby’s Tues- 
day evening and met four 
“Seeds of Peace" partici- 
pants from Egypt. Pales- 
tine. and Israel, as well as 
Jordan's Shouq Tarawneh. 

In her remarks, the 
Queen noted this year's 
coincidence of important 
Jewish and Christian holi- 
days and the holy month of 
Ramadan, which celebrate 
miracles of light, hope and 
faith, and the revelation of 
the Holy Koran, and high- 
light the common values of 
reconciliation, peace, fami- 
ly, and community, the 
announcement continued. 

“Seeds of Peace," now in 
its sixth year, has graduat- 
ed over 600 young people 
from Egypt, Jordan, Pales- 
tine. Israel, Morocco, 
Tunisia, and Qatar, who 
attend a summer pro- 
gramme in the U.S. 
designed to promote dia- 
logue, understanding, and 
cooperation and to build a 
commitment for peace. 
Participants, who stay in 
touch regularly via e-mail, 
are now publishing a bi- 
monthly newsletter, the 
Olive Branch, which is 
printed in Ramallah and 
used in classrooms 
throughout the region, the 
statement continued. 

Previously, Queen Noor 
joined Queen Sylvia of 
Sweden. Prince Henri of 
Luxembourg, and other 
members of the Mentor 
Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees for their bi-annual 
meeting. 

Mentor is an independent 
private foundation 

launched in May 1994 to 
support preventive mea- 
sures against youth sub- 
stance abuse. The Board 
meeting included several 
expert presentations on 
substance abuse, including 
a speech on working with 
children, in .need by Betty 
Williams, Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate and presi- 
dent of the World Centres 
of Compassion, and a pre- 
sentation by Joseph Cali- 
fano. former U.S. secretary 
of health, education, and 
welfare, on the National 
Centre on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse at 


Columbia University. 

The centre has recently 
become Mentor's partner 
in Mentor-START, a New 
York community-based 
programme to support and 
help prevent drug abuse 
among “high-risk" youth 
living in poor urban neigh- 
bourhoods. The project is 
being implemented at a 
youth support centre and 
local public school in 
Brooklyn, which Queen 
Noor. Prince Henri, and 
other board members later 
visited, the statement said. 

Funds for Mentor’s New 
York and intemationai pro- 
grammes, designed to sup- 
port and educate homeless 
and disenfranchised young 
parents and their children, 
were raised at a gala dinner 
Monday night at Sothe- 
by’s. 

Queen Noor. who spoke 
at the dinner on behalf of 
Mentor, noted “it is chil- 
dren, especially the disad- 
vantaged. so often lacking 
in information and adult 
support, who are particu- 
larly vulnerable" to the 
danger of substance abuse. 

"Drug abuse is a less 
pressing problem in Jordan 
thanks to our traditional 
Islamic and family-based 
social structure. However, 
our location, both geo- 
graphic and historical, at 
the junction of ancient 
trade routes from east to 
west and north to south, 
has exposed us to the dan- 
gers of the international 
drug trade and heightened 
our awareness of a signifi- 
cant regional problem." she 
added. 

Allied with the World 
Health Organisation, other 
U.N. agencies, and local 
organisations throughout 
the world, the Mentor 
Foundation “helps the 
helpers" implement innov- 
ative .preventive .pren- 
grammes and develop cre- 
ative, cultural ly-sensitive 
strategies for prevention, 
evaluation, dissemination 
and training. To date. Men- 
tor has initiated and spon- 
sored substance abuse pre- 
vention initiatives in over 
40 countries, the press 
release concluded. 


By Francesca Ciriati 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The once- 
banned Jordanian Communist 
Party (JCP) has criticised the 
government for repressing 
public freedoms and democ- 
racy to forge ahead with its 
controversial 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

At the end of its second 
public national congress since 
it was legalised in 1993. the 
JCP also reiterated its opposi- 
tion to normalisation of ties 
with the Jewish state and 
blasted Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s hard- 
line policies. 

The party’s newly-elected 
executive council was expect- 
ed to elect politburo member 
Emily Naffa’a as JCP chief in 
a ballot late on Friday, party 
source said. 

If elected. Ms. Naffa’a, a 
leading women's rights 
activist, will become the first 
woman to head a Jordanian 
political party. 

In the keynote address to 


Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Friday said his government 
will revise the Elections Law, 
as well as the laws on the pro- 
fessional unions and associa- 
tions, in order to make them 
consistent with the ongoing 
changes in the world. 

Dr." Majali stated that the 
government will present the 
revised laws to the Lower 
House for discussion and 
approval in preparation for 
their ratification as laws. 

In an interview with the 
United Arab Emirates Arabic 
daily Al Bavan, Dr. Majali 
-stressed. ;*j his-. . government's 
desire to foster democratic 
practices and encourage polit- 
ical pluralism. 

Responding to a question 
about his government’s posi- 
tion on the opposition. Dr. 
Majali said opposition is a 
heakhy phenomenon, 

describing it as contributing to 
the government’s policies. 


the three-day meeting, JCP 
Secretary General Yacoub 
Zayaddine said "anxiety in 
Jordan had increased after the 
Kingdom signed the [1994] 

peace treaty with 

fcraeL.which played a key 
role in lowering the ceiling of 
democracy in Jordan." 

The treaty has divided 
many disenchanted Jordani- 
ans who still see Israel as their 
enemy after years of conflict. 

"Indications of political 
stagnation are multiplying 
after increased tension 
between parties and political 
forces on one hand and the 
authorities on the other hand,” 
Dr. Zayaddine added. 

"As the official policy was 
giving priority to the treaty's 
dividends, normalisation 
steps with Israel came at the 
expense of antagonising Arab 
relations," he said. 

“Popular opposition was 
growing across the country 
for various reasons: the 
aggressive U.S.-backed 
Israeli attitude that opposes 
just peace agreements and the 


When asked about Jordan- 
ian-Israeli relations. he 
replied that the government 
will not enhance those rela- 
tions at the expense of its 
Arab brethren but rather will 
utilise its relations with Israel 
to serve Arab interests in 
many respects. 

He stressed that relations 
with Israel are governed by 
treaties and agreements con- 
cluded between both coun- 
tries. 

On the problems of bloated 
administration, poverty, and 
^unemployment. Dr. Majali 
said the government has 
.embarked oma series of well- 
studied practical measures to 
reduce the size of die govern- 
ment and has adopted a social 
security package designed to 
reduce poverty to acceptable 
levels. 

Regarding unemployment, 
the prime minister expressed 
doubts as to whether it was a 
real problem, noting in this 


evaporation of all promises of 
economic prosperity that 
came with the announcement 
of the treaty." 

Dr. Zayaddine, who studied 
medicine in the former East 
Germany, also criticised the 
government’s socio-econom- 
ic policies including the lift- 
ing of bread subsidies in 
1996, which he said had 
widened the gap between the 
rich and the poor. 

The lively debate at the con- 
vention — held at a state- 
owned building and attended 
by 400 members and delega- 
tions from various Arab and 
international Communist par- 
ties — contrasted sharply 
with the JCP’s decades of 
underground operation. 

Because of its Marxist ide- 
ology, the JCP was barred 
since the establishment of 
modem Jordan in 1946 and 
Zayaddine himself spent 
many years in jail while other 
leaders were driven into exile. 

However, it was allowed to 
operate legally five years ago 
after Jordan lifted a 1957 ban 


regard that there are 300,000 
non-Jordanian workers in Jor- 
dan. 

A study will be conducted 
to determine the magnitude of 
this problem and work out the 
necessary solutions, which 
will be based on clear and 
solid scientific bases, he said. 

Dr. Majali said (he culture 
of shame in Jordanian society 
plays a major role in aggra- 
vating unemployment, but his 
government is seeking to end 
this phenomenon through 
educational, social and infor- 
mation programmes. 

On Jordanian-Iraqi eco- 
nomic relations following 
Baghdad's execution of four 
Jordanians. Dr. Majali said 
the situation has. been over- 
exaggerated by the press. 

He added chat he did not 
expect economic relations to 
suffer as a result of that inci- 
dent, which Jordan has con- 
demned. and stressed that 
relations among governments 


on all political groups follow- 
ing His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s decision to launch free- 
doms and democracy in 1989. 

Many opposition parties 
have been at loggerheads with 
the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
for what they say is a crack- 
down on public freedoms and 
democracy'. 

Unlike many opposition 
parties in the Islamist-led 
coalition that decided to boy- 
cott the Nov. 4 general elec- 
tions to protest Dr. Majali’s 
policies, the JCP fielded two 
official candidates, who had 
no luck in the vote. 

However. Mohammad 
Batayneh, a JCP- member 

who ran as an independent, 
won a seat in the 80-member 
Lower House. 

‘The lowering of the demo- 
cratic ceiling was evident in a 
number of measures, includ- 
ing maintaining the one-per- 
son, one-vote electoral system 
and curbing freedom of 
expression and the press by 
introducing a temporary law 


are bound by treaties and 
agreements, and as such 
should not suffer as a result of 
any isolated incidenL 

On Jordan's oil imports 
from Iraq, he said Iraqi offi- 
cials have made it clear that 
the latest incident has nothing 
to do with the agreement to 
supply Jordan with oil. The 
Kingdom has a strategy to 
deal with such issues, irre- 
spective of their scale, and 
always has various alterna- 
tives. he added. 

When asked if the incident 
will have an impact on Jor- 
danian students in Iraq, Dr. 
Majali replied that he 
believed it will not affect 
them. 

“Just as there are Jordanian 
students in Iraq, tens of thou- 
sands of Iraqis are living 
amidst their kinsmen here in 
Jordan and are receiving our 
love and appreciation,” he 
staled- 

On the Kingdom’s relations 


that led to the closure of 13 
weeklies.” Dr. Zayaddine 
said. 

"It did not stop there... the 
national parties were also 
exposed to a tough campaign 
and received threats in various 
forms, while the professional 
unions are facing threats. The 
screws were tightened on a lot 
of national activities by ban- 
ning them under different pre- 
texts.” 

The JCP congress also 
expressed “serious fears" that 
three draft laws on elections, 
political parties, and profes- 
sional associations will jeop- 
ardise constitutional freedoms 
in the country. The govern- 
ment will soon submit the 
three draft laws to Parliament 

Sixteen delegations from 
communist and leftist patties 
in Russia, China, Japan, 
Greece. Canada, Syria, 
Lebanon. Egypt Iraq, and 
Palestine took part in the con- 
gress' opening session on 
Wednesday. 


Majali 

with Syria, the prime minister 
said they are good, noting that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san are in continuous contact 
with the Syrian leadership. He 
.said the Joint Higher Jordan- 
i an- Syrian Committee will 
convene when Syria confirms 
the meeting. 

On the peace process. Dr. 
Majali said peace is not an 
easy and short process that 
stares and ends in a matter of 
days or weeks, nor is it a strat- 
egy' that is altered by a change 
in the persons invoJ yed. 

"Peace is an irrevocable 
intemationai strategy, which 
might be impeded by one 
party or the other.” the prime 
minister said. He added that 
the Israeli people believe in 
and want peace, but the Israeli 
government is trying to 
obstruct the peace process. 


Revised elections, unions laws to be 
submitted to Lower House — 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 


PRINCESS OPENS 
EXHIBITION; To mark 
His Msyesty King Hus- 
sein's 62nd birthday, 
HRH Princess Alia Thurs- 
day inaugurates the Sec- 
ond Children’s Handi- 
crafts Exhibition at Haya 
Art Centre. The Princess 
presented awards to win- 
ners in the competition, 
which drew a total of 200 
entries drawn by school- 
children from various 
schools. The exhibition 
was attended by Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir 

Mamser and the Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan 
Takaynki Kimura (Petra 
photo) 



WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON 


FILM 


Markets announce preparations 
for Holy Month of Ramadan 


Workshop ends with recommendation 
for women’s quota in Parliament 


* German film 

“Zwischen den 

Jahren” (.Between the 
Years) at Goethe-Insti- 
tut. Jabal Amman at 
4:30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Musical perfor- 
mance by the 
International Family 
Troupe at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Sarnia 
Zaru at Amman Book- 
shop, Jabal Amman, 
Third Circle, until Dec. 
24. 

*■ 


Dahdaleh at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street (Tel. 5537598), 
unil Dec. 20. 

* Photo exhibition by 
Edgardo Rodriguez 
entitled "Arab Presence 
in Cuban Architecture 
at Instituto Cervantes, 
JabaJ Amman, until 
Dec. 20. 

* Exhibition of prints 
by Algerian artist 
Rashid Koraishi and 
calligraphy by Iraqi 
artist Hassan Massou- 
di, inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud 
Darwish, at Darat AJ 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 31. Also dis- 
playing paintings by 
Jordanian artist Nasr 


AMMAN (Petra) — In view 
of the coming holy month of 
Ramadan, the Civil Service 
Consumer Corporation 
(CSCCl. which sells goods at 
reduced prices to government 
officials and their dependants, 
has made arrangements to 
ensure that its 35 markets 
around the country will be 
able to meet the projected 
needs during tha. month, 
according to Acting CSCC 
Director Ahmad Kreishan. 

In a state ment released Fri- 
day, Mr. Kreishan said the 
demand for foodstuffs and 
other requirements for the 
month-ending Eid Al Fitr usu- 
ally increases in Ramadan. 

CSCC management has 
guaranteed that its markets 
will be able to provide the var- 
ious requirements of con- 
sumers, including clothing, 
electric appliances, food- 
stuffs. and other items, he 
added. 

The CSCC is also making 
arrangements for the three 
main markets, located in the 
northern, central and south- 
ern pans of the country, to 


expand their services by sell- 
ing fruits, vegetables, meat 
and poultry starting next year, 
he said. 

To date, these markets and 
others did not have sections 
for selling vegetables and 
meat but if this trial experi- 
ment proves successful the 
CSCC will universal se the 
idea, Mr. Kreishan saicL 

CSCC markets currently 
carry 2.500 items in-stock, all 
of which undergo laboratory 
tests at the ministries of indus- 
try and trade and health, as 
well as the Royal Scientific 
Society, to ensure their fitness 
for human consunrption or 
use, he stated 

Plans for the future develop- 
ment of the markets include 
expanding services and 
installing a central computer 
system, Mr. Kreishan added 

The corporation’s manage- 
ment is now making arrange- 
ments to extend markets 
hours until eight in the 
evening to accommodate the 
schedules of government 
employees, he said. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Women 
activists have recommend- 
ed that the government 
allocate 20 per cent of 
seats in the next Parliament 
to women following their 
defeat in the Nov. 4 gener- 
al elections, which pro- 
duced an all-male Lower 
House. 

The idea of introducing a 
parliamentary quota for 
women, like the one 
enjoyed by Jordan's Chris- 
tian and Circassian minori- 
ties, was one of several 
recommendations issued 
Thursday at the end of a 
three-day workshop that 
examined the results of last 
month's elections. 

The list of recoramenda- 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court has sen- 
tenced a 19-year-old man 
to death after he was 
found guilty of robbing 
and killing a man in 
Ashrafieh during the Eid 
Al Fitr in February 1996. 

Ayeh Abdul Karim 
stood impassive upon 
receiving the death sen- 
tence Thursday by the 
court tribunal for the mur- 
der of Hashem Khalil. 19. 
in the Umm Tineh neigh- 
bourhood on Feb. 21. 

According to court 
papers, Mr. Abdul Karim 
met Lhe victim three 


tions were sent to the 
newly re-organised Jordan- 
ian National Committee 
for Women, chaired by 
HRH Princess Basma, to 
ensure their implementa- 
tion. 

All 17 women candi- 
dates, including former 
deputy Toujan Faisal. Jor- 
dan's First and only woman 
member in the Parliament, 
failed to clinch a seat in the 
1 3th Parliament. 

The participants urged 
the government to recon- 
sider the current one-per- 
son. one- vote system, 
blaming it for the failure of 
women to reach the SO-seat 
Lower House. 

Tribalism, legal and 
social discrimination 
against women, and lack of 
funds were cited as other 


months prior to the inci- 
dent at Jewideh Rehabili- 
tative and Corrective 
Centre. 

The defendant learnt 
that the victim owned 
JD7,000 and plotted to 
rob him after their release 
from detention. He 
informed the victim that 
he knew a friend who 
wanted to sell his Mer- 
cedes 190 car for that 
amount, the documents 
said. 

On the morning of the 
incident, the defendant 
lured Mr. Khalil, who was 
carrying JDJ50 as a down 
payment, to a deserted 
area on the pretence of 
showing him the car, “and 


constraints impeding 
women’s full participation 
in the country's political 
life in a male-dominated 
society. 

They also called on the 
government to adopt the 
national identity card as a 
voting document and 
demanded special voting 
arrangements for the illit- 
erate to guard against pos- 
sible election irregularities. 

Many of the women can- 
didates who ran against 
600 men in the race, 
including Mrs. Faisal, 
blamed their failure on 
vote rigging and election 
irregularities, a charge 
denied by the government. 

Participants at the work- 
shop, organised by the 
Princess Basma Women’s 
Research Centre 


the two sat and drank 
alcohol.” 

“After becoming drunk, 
the defendant struck Mr. 
Khalil on rhe head with a 
stick, sodomised him, and 
robbed him of two gold 
rings he was wearing, a 
watch, and the money,"' 
court transcripts said. 

In the meantime, the 
victim began to regain 
consciousness, the court 
said, "and in fear that Mr. 
Khalil might reveal the 
matter, the defendant beat 
him with the stick, then 
crushed his head with a 
rock and fled the scene ” 

In its 21 -page ruling, 
the court, presided over 
by Justice Abdul Hamid 


(PBWRC), also recom- 
mended that the voting age 
be reduced to 1 8 from 1 9. 
the number of seats in Par- 
liament be increased, and 
districts be redistributed to 
ensure better representa- 
tion. 

They also demanded the 
right to vote for all eligible 
Jordanians living abroad. 

The over 200 participants 
said more women should 
be encouraged to join civil 
institutions and political 
parties and to be appointed 
to senior government and 
judicial posts. 

They also suggested a 
media campaign to educate 
men and women to change 
“perceptions and behav- 
ioural patterns of society at 
all levels” towards women. 


tices Ahruad Khatib and 
Yassin Abdul lat, stated 
that it relied on the defen- 
dant’s confessions before 
the prosecution and on 
other witnesses who testi- 
fied that Mr. Abdul Karim 
had informed them that 
he sodomised and killed a 
man. 

Criminal prosecutor 
Zuhair Atiyat had asked 
the court for the maxi- 
mum penalty. 

The verdict will auto- 
matically be appealed for 
examination by the Court 
of Cassation. 


Works by Gtaada 


Abdul Aziz, and works 
by contemporary Arab 
artists. 


Court sentences 19-year-old to 
death for February 1996 murder 

Sa'ad and including Jus- 



r 



4 World News 


Kim Dae- Jung seals election win 


with pledge to save South Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — Former 
dissident Kim Dae- Jung 
Friday sealed his presi- 
dential election victory 
with pledges to work with 
the IMF to dig South 
Korea out of its Financial 
crisis and to improve ties 
with North Korea. 

But the immediate 
worry in Seoul was a pos- 
sible power vacuum in 
the two months before he 
takes over from the high- 
ly unpopular President 
Kim Young Sam. 

With Kim Dae-Jung not 
formally taking power 
until Feb. 25 and the 
Financial crisis still far 
from resolved, the con- 
cern is that central policy 
could lurch out of control 
in the “limbo” period. 

Some of the nervous- 
ness was dissipated by 
the announcement that 
Mr. Kim would meet 
Saturday with the presi- 
dent to discuss the $60 
billion International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
rescue package, the possi- 
ble amnesty of two jailed 
former presidents and 
transition policies. 

U.S. : President Bill 
Clinton telephoned Mr. 
Kim to congratulate him. 
as did Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hashimoto. who called 
him "an exceptional 
leader.” 


IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said 
he was looking forward to 
meeting Mr. Kim “face- 
to-face.” 

Only North Korea was 
silent on Mr. Kim's victo- 
ry. with the official 
Korean Central News 
Agency concentrating on 
agricultural workers' per- 
formance and an Indian 
embassy official's visit to 
the tomb of its former 
leader Kim ll-Sung. 

Hours after the" ruling 
party conceded defeat in 
the tight presidential race, 
and while his supporters 
were still on an orgy of 
celebrations. Mr. Kim. 
73, was in parliament 
delivering his maiden 
policy statement to jour- 
nalists. 

The same riot police, 
who used to arrest him. 
formed a protective ring 
around his house before 
he left, and an envoy 
from President Kim 
Young-Sam invited him 
to the presidential Blue 
House for a working 
lunch Saturday. 

“I state with the utmost 
clarity and emphasis: we 
will cooperate with the 
IMF fully and complete- 
ly.” Mr. Kim said, but 
added that he would also 
hold "additional" talks 
with the Fund to try to 
minimise the pain of 


insolvencies and layoffs. 

On rival North Korea, 
which only two days ago 
he had accused of med- 
dling in the polls, he said 
he would seek to revive a 
1992 accord, exchange 
envoys, and hold a sum- 
mit meeting “if need be.” 

Mr. Kim. condemned as 
pro-Communist by the 
former South Korean mil- 
itary dictators who perse- 
cuted him. pledged to 
continue with four-party 
peace talks which got 
underway in Geneva ear- 
lier in the month. 

Pyongyang ignored the 
statement. 

A Chinese foreign min- 
istry statement predicted 
Mr. Kim's victory would 
see a strengthening of ties 
and more efforts “for con- 
tinuing progress in the 
four-party peace talks.” 

Thwarted in three previ- 
ous attempts at the presi- 
dency. his decades of 
political struggle were 
ended when Lee Hoi- 
Chang. his rival candidate 
of the majority Grand 
National Party (GNP). 
conceded defeat. 

“1 solemnly accept the 
will of the people.” Mr. 
Lee said in a statement 
read by a GNP 
spokesman on national 
television. 

But the close outcome 
of the poll — 40.3 per 


cent for Mr. Kim and 38.7 
per cent for Mr. Lee — 
and doubts about Mr. 
Kim's policies to cope 
with the crippling Finan- 
cial crisis, left many 
South Koreans palpably 
nervous. 

The slock market wob- 
bled anxiously and closed 
5.2 per cent down, pres- 
sured also by the sliding 


won. 

But among Kim Due- 
Jung's supporters there 
were tears of joy. and no 
doubts. Overnight hun- 
dreds of supporters 
mobbed Mr. Kim's home 
shouting “Kim Dae-Jung! 
Kim Dae-Jung!” and pop- 
ping champagne corks. 

In his opposition bas- 
tion. the southwestern 
city of Kwangju with its 
bitter memories of hun- 
dreds of dead in a 19S0 
pro-democracy uprising, 
thousands of people 
danced in the streets. 

And the island of Haui. 
where he was bom. 
resounded to the deafen- 
ing beat of traditional 
gongs and cymbals, tele- 
vision showed. 

Mr. Kim. who suffered 
years of imprisonment 
under past military 
regimes, some of them on 
death row before a sud- 
den reprieve and exile, 
did not join in the cele- 
brations. 


War Crimes Tribunal 


withdraws charges against four 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
The U.N. Warcrimes 
Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia has withdrawn 
charges against four 
‘Bosnian Croat suspects who 
were on its official “want- 
ed'’ list the court 
announced Friday. 

In a statement the tribunal 
said the charges had been 
withdrawn because of "lack 
of evidence” against the 
four men. three of whom 
turned themselves in to the 
court earlier this year. The 
fourth man, Stipo Alilovic. 
died in Amsterdam in 1995, 
news of which was given to 
The Hague several months 
ago by Bosnian Croat offi- 
cials but was only con- 
firmed by the tribunal 
Friday. 

Three of the four are cur- 
rently being held at the 
court's cells at 
Scheveningen. near The 
Hague. 

Marino Katava, one of the 
trio currently held in prison, 
had been named in the same 
indictment as one of the 
Bosnian Croats arrested by 
NATO troops Thursday in a 
daring night time raid. 

Vlatko Kupreskic. who 
was brought to The Hague 
Thursday after receiving 
treatment for gunwoundx 
sustained during his arrest 
was one of six men indicted 
for the April 1993 murder of 
scores of unarmed civilians 
in Ahmici. a village in 
Lasva Valley, central 
Bosnia. 

The other two. Pero 
Skopljak and Ivan Samic. 
were indicted in a separate 
indictment for the same 
event during bitter Muslim- 
Croat fighting in central 
Bosnia in 1993 and early 
I9L4. 

The Lasva Valley killings 
were pan of a Croatian 
campaign to drive Muslims 
from the area. There were at 
least 103 Muslim villagers, 
including 33 women and 



Bosnian Croat Anto Furundzija is guarded by two United Nation security men at the 
War Crimes Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague where he pleaded not 
guilty to charges linked to the 'ethnic cleansing* of Muslims in centra] Bosnia in 1993 
(Reuter photo) 


children, slaughtered in 
Ahmici alone. Most of the 
homes there were dynamit- 
ed by the Croats once the 
Muslims had been driven 
out. 

In the statement, officials 
from the International 


Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia, said that 
the decision to withdraw 
charges from the trio must 
still be formally approved 
by the courts. The three men 
were among 10 Bosnian 
Croats who surrendered 


themselves to the coun in 
October this year. Zagreb, 
the Bosnian Croat's chief 
backer in the war were told 
that unless the men were 
extradited. Washington 
would block crucial interna- 
tional loans to Croatia. 


Zagreb concerned that main Bosnian 
Serb war crimes suspects still free 


ZAGREB (AFP) — Croatian Foreign 
Minister Mate Granic said Friday, after 
NATO peacekeepers arrested two Bosnian 
Croats, that Zagreb was “deeply con- 
cerned” that the main Bosnian Serb sus- 
pects were still free. “Croatia doesn’t con- 
test the legitimacy of the operation led by 
SFOR, but it is deeply concerned because 
the principal war crimes suspects 
(Radovan) Karadzic. (Ratko) Mladic and 
(Milan) Martic arc still free and nothing is 
being done." Mr. Granic said. 

Quoted, by Hina news agency on the 
sidelines of an Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) meet- 


ing in Copenhagen. Mr. Granic also 
expressed regret that “no one has yet been 
accused of war crimes against Bosnian 
Croats.” 

The NATO-led Stabilisation Force 
(SFOR) arrested two Bosnian Croat war 
crimes suspects between Wednesday and 
Thursday in the central Bosnian town of 
Vltez. 

Meanwhile, wartime Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb 
military- commander Ralko Mladic and 
wartime Croatian Serb leader Milan Martic 
were still believed to be living at liberty in 
Bosnian Serb-controlled I err i Fop.'. 


SilkAir flight crashes in Sumatra 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
SilkAir night carrying 
104 passengers crashed 
Friday near the island of 
Singkop near the south- 
ern' Sumatra city of 
Palembang. search and 
rescue officials said. 

Noster Sinaga from the 
National Search and 
Rescue Office here said 
the plane was heading for 
Singapore from Jakarta 
when it crashed oft the 


coast of South Sumatra. 

The official said he did 
not know if there were 
any casualties. 

In Singapore. Singapore 
Airlines Ltd. tSIA) said 
Friday that a flight of its 
regional subsidiary 

SilkAir had gone missing 
en route from Jakarta 
"SilkAir has confirmed 
that flight Ml 185 en route 
from Jakarta to Singapore 
has lost radio contact 


with Indonesian air traf- 
fic control.” a statement 
said. 

The statement said the 
flight left Jakarta at 3:23 
p.m. |l)823 GMT) local 
time and was due to land 
in Singapore’s Changi 
airport at 6:05 p.m. 

There are seven crew 
and 97 passengers on 
board, it said. 

SI A spokesman Rick 
Clements said no SIA or 


SilkAir planes had ever 
crushed before. 

In early October, all 
234 passengers and cre^v 
aboard a Garudu airline 
were killed in Indonesia's 
worst plane disaster. The 
plane crashed near 
Medan. 

Speculative reports 
highlighted confusion 
between the pilot and the 
control lower. 
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South Korean president elect Kim Dae-Jung and his wife Lee Hee-Ho hold a docu- 
ment which officially confirms his election victory in Seoul (Reuter photo) 


Sam Rainsy brokers in-principle 
ceasefire amid fresh Cambodian fighting 


BANGKOK 1 AFP) — 
Fighting flared again in 
northern Cambodia Friday 
even as leading Cambodian 
opposition leader Sam 
Rainsv announced the war- 
ring factions had agreed in- 
principle to a ceasefire. 

Speaking after a day of 
negotiations with top 
FUNCINPEC generals near 
the Thai border, Mr. Rainsy 
told AFP he was close to 
finalising a peace pact 
between forces loyal to 
ousted First Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranaruddh and 
government troops of 
strongman Hun Sen. 

“The principle has been 
□greed to already but I’m 
working on the modalities 
and I think I will be in a 
position to elaborate tomor- 
row.” Mr. Rainsy said. 

“It's too premature to 
elaborate now but it will be 


very* encouraging news.” 
Fighting continued for 
the fifth successive, day 
Friday for control of the 
hamlet of O’Smach near 
Cambodia's northern bor- 
der with Thailand, the main 
stronghold of the royalist 
resistance. Thai mililarv 


sources said. 

Heavy shelling was 
reported in the early morn- 
ing and fighting continued 
with intermittent shelling 
throughout the day. 

Thai military* fired warn- 
ing shots in the direction of 
the government troops on 
two occasions after shells 
fell in Thai territory. 

Seven royalist FUNCIN- 
PEC soldiers wounded in 
the fighting were being 
treated at Thailand's Kap 
Choeng district hospital 
and there were uncon- 
firmed reports of larger 
numbers of casualties bn 
both sides. 

Mr. Rainsy headed to the 
border from Bangkok 
Thursday night with a 
peace plan from Hun Sen 
which he hinted had won 
the approval of Thailand. 

The Khmer Nation Party- 
leader who recently 
returned to Phnom Penh 
after about six, , months . of 
exile said he met with 
FUNCINPEC . general 
Nhick Bun Chhuy Friday- 
following meetings with 
other royalist generals 
Thursday night. 


Hindu nationalists vow to sweep 
Indian polls, forge more alliances 


NEW DELHJ (AFP) — 
India's powerful Hindu 
nationalists Friday said they 
would forge more alliances 
with regional panics follow- 
ing a “significant” tic-up and 
sweep to power in parliamen- 
inry polls early next year. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP. Indian People's Party ), 
which ruled India for just 13 
days in 1996. said the 
February-March elections 
would turn the bloc into “the 
author of an altogether new 
chapter in Indian politics.” 

Party President Lai Krishna 
Advani told a crucial meeting 
of the BJP top brass in the 
eastern city of Bhubaneshwar 
that Hindu nationalists would 
expand their power base to the 
east and south of the country. 

“The BJP will not only open 
its account in eastern and 
southern slates (with the help 
of regional parties) but could 
even pull off big surprises.” 
the Press Trust of India quoted 
him as saying. 

Wednesday, the BJP. whose 
bastion is the northern Hindi- 
speaking heartland, pulled off 
a major coup when it 
announced a sudden tie-up 
with a Tamil regional party 
called AIADMK in the south- 
ern stale of Tamil Nadu. 

The AIADMK. which for 
years had an alliance with the 
Congress I party — the chief 
foe ol the BJP — said it was 
supporting the Hindu nation- 
alists. who have almost no fol- 
lowing in Tamil Nadu, to help 
prop up a skible government 
in New Delhi. 


Mr. Advani said the 
Congress and the loosely- knit 
minority coalition it supported 
before abruptly withdrawing 
support in November were 
faced with sure defeat. 

“The traditional constituen- 
cy of every single adversary 
of ours is cracking up.” ho 
said. “When democracy is 
played by crooked rules, it 
unleashes power struggles 
and ego clashes whose 
denouement even its distorters 
cannot control after a certain 
point of time.” 

He claimed the party, wliich 
was blamed for the Dec. 
6.1992. ra/ing of a historic 
mosque in northern India by 
Hindu fundamentalists — a 
desecration that fuelled 
nationwide outrage and 
Hindu-Muslim clashes that 
left some 2.000 people dead 
— was now winning Muslim 
support. 

“The changing mood of 
Muslim voters towards the 
BJP is. perhaps, the most 
important sociological feature 
of election *98." he said. 

Tile BJP emerged as the sin- 
gle largest parly in the 1996 
polls, winning 162 of parlia- 
ment’s 545 seaLs and formed 
its first government under the 
leadership of Ala) Behari 
Vajpayee, a charismatic vote- 
winner. but quit after 13 days 
after railing to muster a parlia- 
mentary majority. 

The Congress, which had 
finished runner-up. then 
propped up the multi-party 
centre-left United From coali- 
tion to keep their common 


enemy — the BJP — from 
power. 

But the Congress fell out 
with the United From and 
forced the latter to change the 
prime minister. H.D. ~Deve 
Gowda, in April this year. 

It then propped up GujraTs 
premiership hut withdrew 
support last month after the 
Front refused to abandon a 
coalition member implicated 
in the 1991 assassination of 
former premier Rajiv Gandhi. 

The early elections, involv- 
ing some 600 million voters, 
arc expected to see a three- 
way contest between the BJP. 
the sagging Congress and the 
United Front coalition. 

Most analysts say the new- 
polls will lead to another hung 
parliament 

Mr. Advani hud earlier said 
that the BJP would urge the 
country to make a nuclear 
bomb. 

“India must develop a 
nuclear deterrent," he had 
siiid. “We are for a nuclear 
free world but are against 
nuclear apartheid (which is 
practised by nuclear pow- 
ers).” 

India and its arch foe 
Pakistan are both widely 
believed to be capable of 
making nuclear weapons. 
New- Delhi denies possessing 
a nuclear bomb. 

India, which has fought 
three wars with Pakistan and 
one with China, exploded an 
underground nuclear device in 
1974. Il however, claims that 
its nuclear policy is geared 
towards peaceful research. 


10 people die following outbreak of rabies 


LAG05 (AFP) — Ten people 
have died while many others 
have been hospitalised follow- 
ing a recent outbreak of rabies 
in Nigeria’s southern Della 
state, the National Concord 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The head of the agriculture 
ministry in the Mute. Gen 
CKsai. said that one of those 
hospitalised is a worker in a 


veterinary department, hiitcn 
b> an infected dog he was 
treating, ncci tiding to the 
Independent newspaper. 

Mr. Ossai said Thursday in 
Avjha. capital of the Malc. ihai 
the outbreak of rabies has 
resulted in the death of sever- 
al people, 

Tlie number of those taken 
to hospital was n ot immedi- 


ately clear. 

More than 1.500 doses of 
rabies vaccine have been dis- 
tributed in the affected areas. 
Mr. Ossai said. 

One of Nigeria's four petro- 
leum refineries is located in 
Delta state, while Anglo- 
Dutch oil giant Shell has y 
major operational base in the 
same state. 
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stay at 
sanatorium 

another 
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— Kremlin 
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He said he believed the 
royalists were still holding 
their positions ai O'Smach. 

Asked why the fighting 
seemed to be escalating 
even as a peace plan was 
being brokered. Mr. Rainsy 
said the warring parties 
were trying to grab as much 
territory before the cease- 
fire was announced. 

‘The armies want to gain 
ground before the cease- 
fire. so that's not a contra- 
diction.” he said. 

FUNCINPEC troops 
have been dug in at their | 
hilltop stronghold since i 
August, after forces loyal 
to Hun Sen chased the roy- 
alists out of Phnom Penh 
after street-fighting that led 
to the ouster of Prince 
Ranariddh, who remains in 
exile. 

The Fighting was most 
intense in August but died 
down during the wet season 
with Hun Sen’s men 
■••blocked bv -thick- mine-ju 
fields. ’ ' . 

ssvr.dt v resumed : . earlier this 
week after reinforcements, 
including tanks, reached 
the government troops* 
frontlines. 


MOSCOW (AFP) _ 
Boris Yeltsin needs anoth- 
er week in a Moscow clin- 
ic to recover fully from a 
viral chest infection, the 
Kremlin said Friday, soon 
after announcing tfa e 
Russian president had 
undergone a routine heart 
checkup. 

Yury Yarov. deputy head 
of Yeltsin’s administra- 
tion, told Interfax that Mr. 
Yeltsin needed about one 
more week at the 
Barvikha rest home just 
outside Moscow “to com- 
plete his recovery.” 

However, the ' news 
agency bter withdrew the 
report without explana- 
tion. 

Interfax then issued a 
new version of the story 
quoting Mr. Yarov as say- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin, 66, was 
working normally at 
Barvikha. and “things are 
all right.” Mr. Yarov said 
Mr. Yeltsin, who entered 
Barvikha on Dec. 10. 
could leave the sanatori- 
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um at any time. 

The confusion surround- 
ing the duration of his stay , 
at Barvikha echoed offi- \ 
cial comments Thursday: 
Mr. Yeltsin first said he 
would leave Friday, hot 
was then contradicted by 
the Kremlin press service, 
according to which the 
Russian leader was simply 
“expressing his desire lo 
resume work." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s doctors 
checked his heart condi- 
tion Friday, the Kremlin 
told Interfax, adding that 
• the routine examination 
had earlier been post- 
poned due to his chest 
infection. 

The results of Mr. 
Yeltsin's cardiological 
examination were expect- 
ed to be given later Friday 
at a briefing by Kremlin 
chief doctor Seigei 
Mironov, with only a fen 
journalists allowed tc 
attend. 

Renat Akchurin, the car- 
diologist who performed a 
quintuple heart bypass 
operation on Mr. Yeltsin 
in November 1996. insist- 
ed this week that Mr. 
Yeltsin’s respiratory infec- 
tion was not linked with 
his heart surgery. 

Mr. Yeltsin delivered his 
regular radio address 
Friday, praising the “glori- 
ous" episodes in the histo- 
ry of the Russian secret 
police, despite the dark 
chapters of mass persecu- 
tion. 

Last week the radio 
address was cancelled due 
to Mr. Yeltsin’s illness. 

He was shown briefly on 
television Thursday 
appearing relaxed and in 
good form, fielding ques- 
tions from reporters ahwd 
of a meeting with Prime 
Minister Viktor 

Chernomyrdin. 

Despite a vigorous 
return to politics in 1^ 
February, after an eight- 
month absence from the 
Kremlin due to the heart 
operation and subsequent 
pneumonia. Mr. Yeltsin 
appeared tired and absent- 
minded on a trip 10 t 
Sweden earlier this , 
month, and made several . 
diplomatic gaffes. ; 

In Stockholm. Kremlin 
spokesman Set?* 1 
Yastrzhembsky _ ** B “ 

forced to explain 
Yeltsin's 5Uip n * e 

announcement that Rusfljj 
was to unilaterally slash 
nuclear warheads by a 
third. j 

Mr. Yastizhcmbsky j 
the president would 3 j 
series of important me**' i 
ings with senior offic^ i 
in die Kremlin before the : 
New Year holidays. 

He added that *“• , 
Yeltsin's agenda 
January remain?® ■ 

unchanged, and *v j 
included visits to Iw®? i 
and the breakaway j 
Caucasus Republic 0 : 
Chechenya. j 
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i" usiauikh!;. "eliding to cooperai 
'a in me lum i«rr . ! ,J "5 triple murder, 
vifc inai vt one -•:' the world's once i 
a *ni mi" n- -u;h day. the nine 
4^1 the Fan- court were due 
-jtvn Curio.' -ll'.’i'co killing of two Fi 
'lala Lehanc-e m former on June 27. 
thannip ihr prc. i< -u- day. which w 
2nis.i-.irki* rose m the dock to proud) 
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Russia facing new spy 
threat from ex-allies 
in Eastern Europe 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia is facing a new threat 
from intelligence services 
in Eastern European coun- 
tries which were previous- 
ly allies of the Soviet 
Union, Moscow’s top spy- 
master said Friday. 

Vyacheslav Trubnikov, 
head of the External Intelli- 
gence Service (SVR), told 
Interfax that some Eastern 
European secret services 
were helping their Western 
counterparts to spy on Rus- 
sia in a bid to speed up 
integration with NATO and 
other Western bodies. 

“They are organising 
hostile propaganda cam- 
paigns. hying to recruit 
agents on our territory and 
collect information on Rus- 
sia, specifically to report it 
to leading Western intelli- 
gence services. 

“The ties and contacts 
that have developed over 
many years make it easier 
for diem to conduct intelli- 
gence operations in Rus- 
sia,” Mr. Trubnikov said, 
on the eve of Russian State 
Security Workers' Day — 
the 80th anniversary of the 
Soviet founding of the 
secret services. 

Mr. Trubnikov gave as an 
example “recent cam- 
paigns in Poland to expose 
alleged Russian agents and 
spies.” 

Last month the Russian 


embassy in Warsaw 
protested to the Polish gov- 
ernment over a report in 
the right-wing daily Zycie, 
which published a list of 23 
Russians, including diplo- 
matic personnel and four 
people still living in 
Poland, alleging they had 
been spying since 1990. 

The embassy said the 
Zycie report was “aimed at 
discrediting all Russians 
living in Poland.” 

In Brussels Wednesday 
NATO rebuffed a request 
from Russia to hold rallcs 
next year on the level of 
military installations the 
western alliance will estab- 
lish in the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland after 
they join in 1999. 

The three former Warsaw 
Pact countries Tuesday 
signed prorocols for their 
accession to NATO. Their 
entry to the alliance must 
however be ratified by the 
parliaments of the 16 exist- 
ing allies. 

Under current plans. 
NATO envisages having to 
spend a relatively modest 
$1.5 billion over 10 years 
to integrate the three coun- 
tries. 

Most of the money is ear- 
marked for new communi- 
cations systems to allow 
their military forces to 
operate alongside NATO 
troops. 


Carlos claims Palestinian 
attacks but will not 
confess to murders 

PARIS (AFP) — While proudly claiming responsibility for 
a trail of Middle East-linked terror in the 1970s, “Carlos the 
Jackal" is staunchly refusing, to cooperate with the Paris 
courr trying him for a. 1975 triple murder. 

...AsJhe trial .pf one of the world’s once most hunted men 
Friday went into its sixth day, the nine jurors and three 
judges of the Paris Assize court were due to hear more evi- 
dence on Carlos’ alleged killing of two French police offi- 
cers and a Lebanese informer on June 27. 1975 in Paris. 

At hearings the previous day, which went well into the 
evening, Carlos nose in the dock to proudly claim responsi- 
bility for a string of terror attacks staged in the name of the 
Palestinian cause bur refused to comment on the triple mur- 
der. 

"I loudly and clearly claim moral responsibility with 
Palestinian groups and personal responsibility in all die acts 
of war carried out by the PFLP (Popular From for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine)," he said. “And I’m proud of this.” 

But asked whether be considered the 1975 triple murder 
as a PFLP operation, Carlos, whose real name is JOich 
Ramirez Sanchez, refused ro answer. 

“Are you the killer?" presiding Judge Yves Comeloup 
insisted. 

“I do not recognise the right of this court to judge me, I do 
not see myself as the accused, but as a person being held 
against his will,” he said. 

The case is the first of a series of six murder trials facing 
Carlos since being flown to Paris by French agents after his 
1994 capture in Sudan. Carlos trained in PFLP camps and 
fought alongside the Palestinian group before setting up his 
own “terrorist international". 

Since the trial opened last Friday in the central Paris law- 
courts overlooking the Seine river, Carlos has repeatedly 
harped he was “kidnapped” and is being tried “illegally.” 
Largely staging his own defence, his successive pleas for 
postponements, new inquiries and annulments have delayed 
proceedings, with the trial now set to drag into next week 
and end Tuesday, some 48 hours behind schedule. 

The murders took place a brisk five-minute walk away 
from the courthouse in the Rue Toullier, in the Latin Quar- 
ter, 22 years ago, when three officers of France’s DST 
counter-intelligence service turned up at a flat there on a tip- 
off from a Lebanese informer. 

The officers found three Latin American men and a 
woman d rinkin g and partying. Two of the policemen and 
the Lebanese were shot dead at short-range, allegedly by 
Carlos, on trying to establish his identity. 

Carlos had allegedly staged several attacks in France and 
against French interests at the rime but was still unknown to 
police. 

In a 1979 interview to an Arab-language newspaper, he 
acknowledged the Rue Toullier killings as well as a string 
of other attacks. He now says the interview was a fake. 

While the prosecution has yet to plead its case, the court 
so far has heard ageing policemen and forensic experts who 
were called in at the tim e at the murder scene and interro- 
gated witnesses. 

Statements taken in 1975 from two of Carlos’ women 
friends in which the suspect openly admitted the killings 
have also been read oul 

A key prosecution witness, another former woman friend, 
said in court however that she had faked a passage in a 1978 
book about Carlos, in which he confessed to shooting his 
friend turned traitor, Lebanese Michel Moukharbal, and fir- 
ing at the officers to escape the scene. 

Thursday, a ranking DST officer involved in the 1975 
incident, recounted how the French stumbled on Carlos 
after being tipped off by “a good source” that Moukharbal 
was on his way to Paris to make contact with a PFLP agent 
planning to assassinate key figures in Europe. 

Moukharbal was trailed on landing and photographed 
with various people, including Carlos, and finally detained. 

After being held for five days without providing any 
information to the counter-espionage service, he led them to 
the Rue Toullier flat only hours before he was due to be 
released. 

The DST officer Jean-Francois Cierc denied claims by 
Carlos that Moukharbal was in fact an Israeli Mossad secret 
service informer and that the entire operation was a Mossad 
set-up aimed at harming France’s ties with the Palestinians. 



Greek soldiers walk od a snow-covered bill in the northern Greek mountainous 
plateau of Pieria searching for a Russian-built Yakovlev-42 plane, flown by the 
Ukranian-Israeli Aerosweet Airlines, which disappeared from radar screens late 
Wednesday (Reuter photo) 

Search continues in Greece 
for missing Ukrainian plane 


ATHENS (AFP) — The 
search for a Ukrainian pas- 
senger plane with 70 people 
on board, missing without 
trace, continued in the 
mountains of northern 
Greece Friday amid a grow- 
ing row over aviation safety 
at Salonica airport 

The aircraft, a Yakovlev- 
42, is believed to have gone 
down in the Mount Olym- 
pus and Pieria mountain 
ranges as the plane came 
into land at Salonica airport 
Wednesday evening. 

Some 4,000 elite Greek 
troops, backed by planes 
and helicopters, were 
involved in the renewed 
search for the plane, which 
was made easier Friday by 
improvements in the weath- 
er in the snow-covered 
mountain ranges. 

Search operations had 
been hampered by snow and 
fog Thursday. 

In Kiev meanwhile, the 
Ukrainian Ministry for 
Emergency Situations said 
it was sending 150 rescuers 
with mountain experience 
to Salonica to join the 
search for the plane. 

“The Ukrainian rescuers 
are ready and only waiting 
for orders to leave, which 
will happen today (Friday),” 
said ministry spokeswoman 
Natalia Tsushko. 

A passenger list released 
in Kiev by Aerosweet, the 
firm which chartered the 
plane, pur the number of 
crew in the missing craft at 
eight and the number of pas- 
sengers at 62 — six chil- 
dren, 16 women and 40 
men. 

It said the plane had been 
carrying 34 Greeks who 
work in Ukraine and were 
heading home for Christmas 
on a flight from Kiev. Also 
aboard were 25 Ukrainians, 
two Poles, a German and 
the eight crew. 


Anxious relatives of the 
passengers gathered at 
Salonika airport demanding 
that the search be speeded 
up and accused the authori- 
ties of keeping them in the 
dark. 

The loss of the aircraft, 
whose crew had spoken to 
the airport control tower in 
Salonika 15 minutes before 
it disappeared around 9:30 
p.m. (1930 GMT), has 
sparked a row over safety at 
the Greek airporL 

Greek prosecutor Panay- 
otis Dimopoulos said Friday 
there would be a prelimi- 
nary investigation to estab- 
lish the “exact conditions of 
the disappearance of the 
plane and security at Saloni- 
ca airport.” 

Greek Transport Minister 
Tassos Mandelis Friday 
handed Mr. Dimopoulos a 
copy of the recorded con- 
versation between the pilot 
and the Salonica control 
before the presumed crash. 

Several union officials, 
representing air traffic con- 
trollers, mechanics and civil 
aviation workers, said that a 
special approach radar 
which was bought by the 
airport in 1995 had still not 
been installed. 

The officials said the rea- 
son was opposition from 
local residents who believed 
that the radar emitted dan- 
gerous radioactive waves. 

Transport Minister Man- 
delis. remarked: “If there 
was such a radar, (then) it 
would have been a better 
tool for our task ... but that 
is not to say that its absence 
was the cause of the crash." 

In Kiev, the daily Vsie 
LTkrainskye Viedomosri 
reported Friday that two 
similar air disasters involv- 
ing planes of the same 
Yakovlev-42 type killed 221 
people in 1992 and 1993. 

In July 1992, one crashed 


in a mountainous region of 
China killing 106 people 
and in November 1993, 1 15 
died when one crashed in 
the then Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, the Ukrain- 
ian paper said. 

A three-engined jet capa- 
ble of carrying 120 passen- 
gers at a cruising speed of 
800 kilometres per hour, 
construction of the Yak -42 
began in Russia at the 
beginning of the 19S0s and 
it is considered reliable. 


German government moves 
to meet student demands 


BONN (AFP) — The Ger- 
man government has taken 
steps to meet the demands 
of university students who 
have been demonstrating 
against crowded and 
under-funded colleges. 

The 16 German states 
and the federal govern- 
ment agreed late Thursday, 
after a day of mass student 
demonstrations in Bonn to 
raise the amount of univer- 
sity scholarships by two 
per cent from next July. 

Baden-Wuerrtemberg 
state Premier Erwin Teufel 
said the parental income 
ceiling level used to deter- 
mine scholarship eligibili- 
ty would be raised six per 
cent, opening the way for 
more students to get finan- 
cial help. 

But no agreement was 
reached on the sort of 
basic reform needed to 
change the desperate situa- 
tion in German 
universities. 

Germany’s creaking 
higher education system 
has l.S million students. 


almost twice as many as 
the 970,000 places it is 
designed to provide. 

Thursday’s demonstra- 
tion in Bonn by tens of 
thousands of students led 
to confrontations between 
students and police near 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
offices. 

The srudems, who chant- 
ed '"Kohl must go", have 
been calling for more 
teachers and money to 
ease overcrowding in 
classrooms and renovate 
crumbling libraries. 

They also oppose the 
introduction of tuition fees 
and want a reform in the 
system of grants. 

Mr. Teufel said the feder- 
al government would pre- 
sent early next year a 
broader proposal on schol- 
arships that he described 
as a “pragmatic compro- 
mise” favorable to stu- 
dents. 

Since mid- 1995, the 
amount of scholarship, 
including lodging, has 
been 830 marks ($466) per 


student per month in the 
West and 680 marks 
($382) in the East. 

The scholarships have- 
been limited to students 
whose parents’ monthly 
income does nto exceed 
2,195 marks ($1,233). 

Students have been 
demonstrating in towns 
throughout Germany for 
weeks, in a movement 
some observers fear could 
escalate and crystallise 
wider frustrations. 

Linemployment is at its 
highest level since Adolf 
Hitler took power in 1933. 
and Kohl’s administration, 
which faces a general elec- 
tion in nine months, has 
been unable to effect the 
reforms it says are vitally 
needed. 

One banner in Thurs- 
day's demonstration, borne 
by architecture students 
from Karlsruhe, asked: 
“Must we first throw 
stones?” They also carried 
papier-mache rocks, as a 
sign that next time they 
would have real ones. 


Chirac unveils 
fabulous collection 
of Egyptian antiquities 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
Friday unveiled the third 
srage of the renovated 
Louvre museum in the 
shape of a revamp of its 
outstanding collection of 
Egyptian antiquities. 

Mr. Chirac spent 90 
minutes walking through 
the 10,000 square metres 
of refurbished show- 
rooms. half of the space 
devoted to Egyptian 
antiquities, in the Seine- 
side former palace of the 
kings of France in central 


Paris. 

By 2000. the new Lou- 
vre museum with its 
60.000 square metres of 
showrooms and its rich 
collections will be the 
biggest in the world, at a 
cost of seven billion 
francs ($1.1 billion). 

The renovation, ordered 
by the late President 
Francois Mitterrand, 
began with the inaugura- 
tion in 1 989 of a glass and 
steel pyramid in a main 
courtyard of the palace, 
the work of Chinese 


American architect Leoh 
Ming Pei. 

He also redesigned the 
Richelieu wing of the 
palace, formerly occupied 
by the finance ministry, 
and his pyramid, at first 
contested but now accept- 
ed, serves as the main 
entrance to the complex. 

The new collections 
comprise ancient Egypt- 
ian, Greek. Etruscan and 
Roman antiquities in airy 
displays, along with Ital- 
ian paintings and draw- 
ings. 
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French police kill 
man under arrest 


Amman to London 6 times a week. 


LYON, France (AFP) — A 
French policeman shot and 
killed a 24-year-old man in 
a police station incident 
shortly after the man was 
arrested, Lyon prosecutor 
Christian Hassenfratz said 
Friday. 

The young man died 
instantly Thursday night on 
being hit in the face by a 
bullet from his own pump- 
action gun, which the 
policeman was manipulat- 
ing, Mr. Hassenfratz said. 

The policeman has been 
arrested. 

The young man had been 
arrested with two other 
people in possession of the 
gun in the violence-ridden 


Lyon suburb of Duchere. 

Meanwhile in the Paris 
region, crowds of youths 
fought with police at 
Dammary-les-Lys, east of 
the capital, overnight after 
a 1 6-year-old youth was 
shot dead by police. 

He died after he tried to 
drive through a roadblock 
at high speed Wednesday 
night and police opened 
fire on the car. 

Six vehicles including a 
fire truck were torched in 
Thursday night's violence 
and four firemen were 
slightly injured in stone- 
throwing. Firemen earlier 
put out a blaze in a public 
building. 


British Airways bridges the gap to London six times a week. With our convenient daylight 
timings, you can have the best start to a great festive season. For more information, call 
your local travel agent or British Airways on Amman 82880 1 . 




Operated by rhe independent carrier British Mediterranean Airways Lrd. 
http://wwwihnstwirways.cofn 
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‘Bad year for peace’ 


THE FACT that U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has plans for Israeli 
prime minister and Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat to visit Washington 
early next year for meetings with President 
Bill Clinton suggests that her recent talks 
with the two leaders have reached a critical 
stage. Apparently the secretary emerged 
from her meeting with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu in Paris Thursday empty-hand- 
ed. On closer look, though, the outcome of 
her contacts may not be as gloomy as we 
might otherwise think. If, as suspected, the 
Israeli leader did submit to the UJS. clear- 
cut maps about his country's projected 
redeployment from the West Bank (this 
much cannot be expected to be made public 
at this stage) then there might be some con- 
crete proposals that the U.S. president will 
discuss with both Netanyahu and Arafat. 
With both men welcoming the prospect of 
another round of talks in the U.S., the stage 
could be set for more tangible progress on 
the Palestinian front 

Netanyahu’s boat seems to be in trouble 
not only in high seas but also in rough 
waters at home. With his cabinet deeply 
divided over the extent of Israeli withdraw- 
al from Palestinian territories but not over 
the need to relinquish land - to -the 
Palestinian Authority, he has placed himself 
in an unenviable position. The ultra’ right- 
wing groups within his government main- 
tain a firm grip on the prune minister by 
threatening at periodic times to dismantle 
the coalition cabinet altogether if their 
hard-line views are not fully taken into con- 
sideration. With a governmental debate 
about the next budget also looming in the 
horizon, Netanyahu needs to walk a fine line 
at least for the time being to keep his coali- 
tion together. 

For her part Albright has described 1997 
as a bad year for peace in the Middle East 
While it is too early to tell whether 1998 will 
be any better, there are signs that the 
Clinton administration is more determined 
to make a success of the peace effort The 
few months ahead will surely shed more 
light on the real prospects for regional 
peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaVs Fahed Fanek urged journalists to stop attack- 
ing the U.S. for its policies in the Arab World. He said 
the U.S. is the only world power that can exert pressure 
on Israel to comply with the U.N. resolutions and imple- 
ment the peace accords. Dr. Fanek said the U.S. can 
also back the Israeli government's policies to perpetuate 
occupation of Arab lands. We have no interest in gaining 
animosity of the U.S. at a time when major world pow- 
ers like Russia. Japan and China bow to the sole super- 
power with respecL he said. Citing the example of Iran, 
the writer said Tehran had been taking positions hostile 
to the U.S., calling it the great Satan, but its new presi- 
dent is turning the policies of his country towards this 
world power and asking that a dialogue be launched 
with Washington. Iran is much more powerful and far 
more wealthier than Jordan, and has every reason to be 
hostile towards the U.S., but it has now chosen to 
become friendly with the superpower, a lesson which. 
Dr. Fanek said, should be learnt by Jordan. He said this 
does not mean that Jordan should be a slave to the U.S.. 
but thar the Kingdom ought to take a position that would 
not amasonise other nations. 


A1 Dustour's Jihad Momani stud Jordan Television is 
not attracting viewers because of its poor performance 
and its policies in selecting its own employees who are 
mostly unqualified for the job and its selection of poor 
programmes that do not appeal to the public. JTV has 
failed to present creative works of Jordanian writers, 
artists and others who can be of service to the public 
through the media, and it has failed to attract viewers 
because of the lack of material of interest to the public 
like discussions of domestic problems, said the writer. 
Fear of failure, lack of will on the part of those in charge 
of programmes to start development, and poor interac- 
tion with the public have rendered Jordan Television 
ineffective in attracting viewers, according to Momani. 
To make matters worse for Jordan Television, satellite 
stations have mushroomed in the Arab World, and the 
cost of installing dishes and receivers has dropped, 
enabling ordinary citizens to own them and enjoy far 
better programmes. 


Jordanian Perspective By Dr. Musa Keii-n i 


U.S. unperturbed by Israel’s intransigence 


U.S. SECRETARY of State Madeleine Albright told us 
nothing new when she commented publicly after her 
much-awaited meetings with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in Paris and London on Thursday. There was not 
even a trace of any new seriousness of purpose in her, 
inter alia, in the Clinton administration's, approach to 
the Middle East peace process. 

If anything. Albright confirmed one point: 
Washington expects the Palestinians to make all the 
concessions. By harping on the theme that “both" sides 
faced “hard decisions," Albright was reiterating the 
indirect American support for the Israeli stand that 
peace in return for restricted autonomy should be the 
basis for an agreement with the Palestinians (indeed, 
the difficulty that both Albright and Arafat had across 
the London table for a handshake on Thursday was 
symbolic of the deep chasm that seems to divide the 
American and Palestinian perceptions of what a just, 
durable and comprehensive Israeii-Palestinian agree- 
ment should involve). 

After all. it is not the ftne print of the Oslo accords 
and all subsequent documents signed by the 
Palestinians and Israelis that matters: it is the very con- 
cept on the basis of which the peace process was 
launched six years ago with the clear objective of nego- 
tiating a workable mechanism for ending the Israeli 
occupation of the lands the Jewish state seized in the 
1967 war and clearing the way for Palestinian indepen- 
dence. 

The respected U.S. secretary of state, or any other 
Washington official, cannot fool anyone by using diplo- 
matic euphemisms such as it is up to the “leaders of the 


two sides' 1 to make the appropriate decisions for peace 
and the U.S. is only a neutral mediator. 

Isn’t it clear to anyone who is remotely interested in 
seeing a fair settlement in the Middle East that it is 
Israel which is holding all the cards and then some? The 
Palestinians made their intentions clear by signing the 
Oslo agreements and have also stated their commitment 
to those agreements by demanding their implementa- 
tion. Isn't it Israel which is refusing to implement what 
was agreed upon? So why “hard decisions'' for “both" 
sides, as Albright put it? 

We fail to see why the Palestinians are asked to make 
any decisions at all since what they are asking for is the 
faithful implementation of what was agreed on (and that 
in itself was a “very hard” decision for the Palestinian 
nation in waiting). And let us also not overlook that the 
U.S. was the main guarantor of those agreements. 

The only new element that Albright injected on 
Thursday into the peace process was her intention to 
recommend to President Bill Clinton that he meet with 
Netanyahu and Arafat in Washington in January. But 
then why Arafat in the first place instead of Netanyahu 
who does indeed need some talking to? Perhaps the 
whole idea is to pressure Arafat into accepting Gaza 
City as the Palestinian state and the West Bank as an 
Israeli colony as the bottom line. 

We all know that Netanyahu went to the Paris meeting 
empty-handed despite the purported American demand 
for a clear commitment for withdrawal from Palestinian 
territories. As such, could anyone be blamed for assum- 
ing that what actually transpired between Albright and 
Netanyahu was nothing but new means to hoodwink the 
Palestinians, and indeed the Arabs at large? Granted 


that might be stretching the point a bit too far, but the 
frustration mounting in the Arab World prompts ques- 
tionioning the American motivation in the entire deal 
(that is of course overlooking the obvious conclusions 
stemming from the so-called strategic relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel and Washington’s proven 
track record of unflinching political, military, financial 
and moral support for the Jewish state under all cir- 
cumstances and conditions). 

Another new element has been added to the situation, 
but not of Albright's making and. in all probability, not 
a very good omen for the Palestinians either: The acces- 
sion by Britain to the rotating presidency of the 
European Union. 

Notwithstanding the loud declarations coming out of 
Whitehall, we cannot expect the EU, under the British 
presidency for the next six months, to move with any 
degree of decisiveness to lift the logjam in the Middle 
East peace process. If anything, we could only expect 
further pressure on the Palestinians to back down from 
their quest for independent statehood. 

The scenario remains essentially unchanged: The 
Palestinians are the weaker party in the equation despite 
being armed with a legitimate cause fighting illegiti- 
mate occupation, and the big powers of the world, 
instead of moving determinedly against the oppressor, 
are ganging up against the Palestinians. 

Against that background is there any sense in Arafat 
continuing his fruitless quest to bring pressure to bear 
upon Israel into honouring its commitments? And. by 
extension, is there any sense in his ready acceptance of 
an invitation to a photo opportunity at the White House 
in January? 
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EU decision on Turkey was ‘needless’ 


By G wynne Dyer 


“TURKEY IS too big. It has too much terri- 
tory, too many people, and too little money." 
said Greek Foreign Minister Theodoras 
Pangalos last week, defending Greece's 
determination to keep Turkey out of the 
European Union. He needn't have worried: 
at the Luxembourg conference on EU 
enlargement this week, Turkey didn't even 
make it onto the long list, let alone the short 
list. 

The short list is the six countries that are 
expected to move rapidly towards member- 
ship: Cyprus, the Czech Republic. Estonia. 
Hungary. Poland and Slovenia. The ‘lone 
list' adds Five other countries — Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Lithuania. Romania and Slovakia — 
that won't really join soon, but are being . 
included in the process to make theinjpel 
: better. 

Turkey didn't make it onto either list, and 
the EU Council president. Jean-CIaude 
Juncker of Luxembourg, added insult to 
injury by stating that he “did not want to sit 
at the same EU table" with a country where 
torture was commonplace. This wouldn't 
matter much if Turkey were small and 
weak, but it is the most powerful, most 
heavily industrialised country between Italy 
and India — and the Turks are now very, 
very cross. 

'The EU’s policies towards Turkey have 
become in effect those of Greece." claimed 
Turkey’s ambassador to London. Ozdem 
Sanberk. and it's hard to dispute his conclu- 
sion. Turkey is neither poorer nor much big- 
ger than the largest of the successful EU 


candidates. Poland: 60 million people vs. 40 
million, and about the same per capita GDP. 

More importantly. Turkey was originally 
accepted as a legitimate candidate for EU 
membership way back in 1963. Poland’s 
application, like those of all the other ex- 
communist countries, arrived over a quar- 
ter-century later. Now all these latecomers 
sail past Turkey, accompanied by the Greek- 
Cypriots. 

The Turks believe that their rejection at 
Luxembourg was due to anti-Muslim preju- 
dice and Greek arm-twisting, and they are at 
least half-right. They have ways to retaliate, 
and they will. 

The first casualty of this mess will be the 
recent compromise that settled a long-stand- 
ing dispute within NATO over air traffic 
conHoI in the. Aegean. .triyial 

than it sounds, because the.pjd arrange- 
ments frequently brought, _ Greek pndji.i 
Turkish warplanes into dangerous con- 
frontations. And then it gets really interest- 
ing. 

Turkey has been a full member of the 
NATO alliance since 1960. and it has the 
right of veto over any new members. Turkey 
can stop NATO's present plan to take in 
Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary 
simply by refusing to ratify it — and it 
probably will. 

The old thinking was that the Turks 
wouldn’t dare, because they depend so 
heavily on their NATO allies for access to 
modem weapons. But that thinking under- 
estimates the degree to which injured pride 
can drive Turkish policy. It also ignores ihe 
new strategic alliance between Turkey and 


Israel. 

Most of the Turkish-Israeli joint exercises, 
like the creation last year of a ‘strategic 
assessment working group,' are motivated 
by both countries' suspicions about the Arab 
country between them. Syria. But from 
Ankara's point of view the alliance also 
gives Turkey new options for arms supplies. 

Israel is already modernising large parts 
of the Turkish air force, and there are plans 
to produce Israeli Merkava tanks in Turkey. 
As an Israeli foreign policy expert said 
recently: ‘The Turks see us as an important 
and unrestricted source of military technol- 
ogy." But the Israeli link also gives Ankara 
the ability to defy NATO on enlargement — 
which would certainly set the cat among the 
pigeons in Eastern Europe. 

Then there is former U,.S.,, Secretary of, 
State Henry Kissinger's masterwork. the 
divided, is land c>f Cyppjs. The EU has total- 
ly bought the Greek line on this issue, 
proposing to negotiate entry terms with the 
Greek-Cypriol government as Though it 
actually controlled all of the island and rep- 
resented Turkish-CyprioLs too. 

This is not clever. The Turkish-Cypriot 
leader. Rauf Denkiash, has already issued a 
statement saying that the inter-communal 
talks arc over: “Under these conditions a 
federation is not on the agenda." But 
frankly, the talks were going nowhere any- 
way. 

The real problem is that Turkey can and 
will respond to EU membership for (Greek) 
Cyprus by annexing the pan of the island 
currently controlled by Turkish-Cypriots. 
Ankara would then be in a direct territorial 


confrontation wirh the EU along a heavily 
armed frontier, which would have Greek 
hard-liners hugging themselves with delight 
— until the shooting staned. 

How did the EU arrive at this dim-witted 
decision? The answer seems to be that as it 
grows larger and more complex, it is also 
developing a tendency to be Iowest-com- 
mon-deuominator stupid. 

The anger in official Washington over the 
EU’s “gratuitous sneers" at Turkey ia 
Luxembourg hit the nail on the head. This 
was the kind of politics that creates a con- 
sensus by finding a scapegoat — and for , 
Christian (and post-Christian) Europe, what 
better target than the continent’s only large 
Muslim country? 

There are real human rights problems ia 
Turkey. There is a brutal war being waged in 
the south-east against separatists in the large, 
Kurdish minority. The war, and the., huge 
amounts of off-the-books cash needed to 
run it. have created a gangster ‘state within 
the state' that now permeates almost all of 
legitimate politics. Nobody in their riefn 
mind would admit Turkey to the EU as it is. 

But it would have done no harm whatever 
to put Turkey (and Cyprus l on the ‘Iona list' 
of those countries that are not expected to 
become EU members any time soon. All d* 
concerns about Turkey's internal crisis 
could still have been articulated, and ii 
could have been made quite clear tha 
Turkey would never advance to the ‘short 
list' unless they were addressed. 

W r hat was done instead was self-indulgent 
and stupid, ir it is not undone quickly, bad 
things will happen in and around Turkey. 
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Writers’ stands on differing sides on U.S.-lsrael-PNA contacts 


REVIEWED BY 
ELLA NASRALLAH 


THE DAILIES last week tackled the lat- 
est diplomatic contacts involving the 
U.S.. Isruel and the Palestinians aimed 
at reviving the peace process, as well as 
the Iraqi question, Turkey and 
Jordanian domestic affairs. 


Samir Qtami. a columnist for A1 Ra'i. 
discussed Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyau's plan to carry out 
a very limited withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Palestinian lands describ- 
ing the Israeli proposals as reflecting 
Netanyahu's open disregard for U.N. 
resolutions and the Oslo accord which 
call for a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. By sug- 
gesting that Israel withdraw from eight 
per cent of the occupied West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. Netanyahu is trying to 
fool the world by showing his willing- 
ness to reach peace with the 
Palestinians, said the writer. Even the 
U.S.. Israel's strategic ally, has turned 
down these proposals as insufficient to 
win peace with the Palestinians. Qtami 
said. He said that according to the Oslo 
accord, which was endorsed by the U.S. 
administration. Israeli forces should 
withdraw from at least 90 per cent of 
the occupied lands unconditionally. 
What Israel is suggesting, he added, is 
that it pull out from eight per cent on 
condition that the Palestinians com- 
pletely eliminate what the Jewish state 
calls ’Terrorism." 

Nawaf Zaru of A! Dustour called on 
the Arab countries to revive the idea of 
strategic balance, which, he said, they 
should attain vis-a-vis Israel. Every day 
the Arabs discover that Israel places 
more challenges and obstacles in the 
path of a just and lasting peace and have 
discovered that it is exploiting the par- 
tial peace accords with the Arabs in 
order to intensify its drive to perpetuate 
its occupation of Arab territories. Zaru 
said. Had Syria been able to attain a 
strategic military balance with the 
Jewish state, the situation in the region 
would have been very different, added 


the writer. He said it has become clear 
to the Arabs now that the “peace strate- 
gy" is unable to help them recover their 
usurped territory and that as long as 
they lack the power to deter Israel's 
actions, they can never attain their 
national objective. He said it is not too 
late for the Arabs to recoup their soli- 
darity and build their strategic balance 
with Israel. 


The week 
in print 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Taher Ad wan said 
the latest diplomatic activities undertak- 
en by the U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to revive the peace 
process have been welcomed by the 
Arab countries, particularly the 
Palestinians. These activities might sug- 
gest to some people that Washington is 
serious about bringing about a compre- 
hensive settlement on all tracks. But the 
facts on the ground speak otherwise, 
and this is clear in the behaviour of the 
present Israeli government which to 
date has turned down U.S. ideas and 
adamantly refused to end the Jewish 
settlement programmes on Arab territo- 
ry. according to the writer. He said, 
sometimes the Arabs hear that the U.S. 
is genuinely seeking a .settlement and is 
pressuring the Israeli government to 
comply with the peace accords, but they 
soon discover that the Jewish lobby in 
the U.S. Congress which supports 
Israel's practices is much stronger than 
the U.S. administration. 

Nicola Naser another A) Arab A! 
Yawm writer said President Bill 
Clinton's claims that Iraqi chemical and 
biological weapons are hidden in 
Saddam Hussein's palaces are ridicu- 
lous. It is illogical to assume thar the 
Iraqi leader would sleep in palaces that 
might pose danger to himself and his 
family, he said. The American claims 
are obviously psychological warfare 
intended to force 'ihe Iraqi regime to 


accept inspection of these palaces and 
humiliate the leadership, according to 
the writer. The search of Saddam 
Hussein's palaces would deal a heavy 
psychological blow not only to the Iraqi 
president and his regime but also to all 
the other Arab leaders, meaning that 
none of them arc not exempt from an 
American onslaught, Naser added. A1 
Dustour's Nawaf Zaru blasted Turkey 
for its anti -Arab policies and its military' 
alliance with the Jewish state, which, he 
said, is occupying parts of the Islamic 
world. The writer said Turkey’s pursuit 
of its aggressive policies against Syria 
and Iraq, two Muslim nations, is a defi- 
ance of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference to which Ankara is affiliat- 
ed being a Muslim country. Ankara is 
ganging up with Israel and the U.S. in 
a bid to abort any Iran ion-1 niqi-Syrian 
alliance to try to regain the occupied 
Arab and Islamic territories usurped by 
Israel with American backing thus help- 
ing Israel to attain its objectives, he 
added. Turkey is encouraged to pursue 
its ambitions because they sec no real 
and effective pan-Arab reaction to its 
moves and because it too has interests 
in (he Arab region. 

Nabil AJ Sharif, of AI Dustour 
addressed a recent seminar entitled ‘The 
Arab Christians today" organised by 
the Rova! institute for Inter-Faith 
Studies which highlighted the Arab 
Christian contributions to Arab and 
Islamic culture. Echoing (lie seminar's 
view that Islamic-fhrisiian mini inne in 
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Housing and human concern 


To the editor: 


view that Islnmic-Christian relations in 
the Arab World were stronger under the 
Islamic rule throughout history, the 
writer said that Israel along with 
Western powers have been hard at work 
trying to stir up disputes and cause 
sphLs between the Christians and 
Muslims of the Arab World for the sake 
of weakening die Arabs. Citing the 
example of a recent Israeli government 
report that the Muslim Palestinians 
were persecuting the Christian commu- 
nity. _ Dr. Sharif said Muslims and 
Christians ought to double their efforts 
to ensure cohesion and promote their 
joint efforts to protect their Arab identi- 
ty and their homeland. 


I WAS interested to read a recent article by your« 
reporter Ahmad Khatib (Jordan Times. Dec.* I/-? 
1997). concerning ihe new downtown tunnel in ? 
Amman and the problems this has caused forluc^' 
residents, it strikes me. however, that the larc^. 
issues of human concern have not been adequate!) ! 
addressed. When u large road project, such as thi*- ' 
necessitates the destruction of peoples' homes the ^ 
first concern must surely be for their appropfisR' 
rehousing. The areas atfected are inhabited by some ; 
of the city's poorest residents and so it is imperative, 
that they arc not further impoverished in their stni?': 
glc to establish new homes. In such a situation arguv 
ments over the legal niceties regarding ownerships 
the land are of secondary importance. 

From what I know, ihe sums being offered as con*' 
pensation preclude rhe purchase of new land Wj 
alone cover the costs of construction. At best. m°* 1 : 
former residents of ihe area affected will be able t p j 
pay the charges of rental for a period of one or 
years. And then what? 

I gather that the destruction of homes in Wad], 
Haddada is only the first stage of the project aflw 
that many hundreds more homes will also fall prr)' 
to the bulldozers before long, h seems ironic ttauaj; 
a time when Jordan is preparing to utilise World 
Bank funds to ameliorate conditions in the under 
privileged urban areas, the Amman Munich 
Authorities are directly contributing to the Further 
impoverishment and destitution of thousands of^ ? . 
city s poorest men. women and children. 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contrib «■ 
nous from its readers on any issue they wish to M*?' 
/£■. Letters intended for publication should coiM*. 

»» W w Ufc,f S tU ,wme and preferably address * 
well Names can h c withheld upon request hut ! 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject l? 
editing and abridging. 
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Marking 50 years since the discovery of the Qumran scrolls 



By Rami G. Kbouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

THE DEAD Sea Scrolls, described as “ihis century’s 
greaiesr archaeological discovery fw understanding 
the bistocy and religion of early Judaism and nascent 
Christianity," are again in the news this year, during 
the 50th anniversary of their discovery in 1947. Sev- 
eral scholarly and popular books on the scrolls have 
been published, and a ca d emic symposia have been 
held in several countries. Appropriately, the Jordan- 
ian connection to the original discovery of the scrolls 
is also being marked by an exhibition in Manchester, 
United Kingdom (many scrolls were found in caves 
north-east of the Dead Sea in then Jordanian territory, 
and some are permanently preserved and displayed in 
Amman). 

The exhibition at Manchester Museum highlights 
the unique, recently restored Copper Scroll (usually 
on display in the Archaeological Museum on 
Amman’s Gtadel). Also on display are other 1 st Cen- 
tury BC Dead Sea Scrolls fragments and sectarian 
Jewish texis from the University of Manchester col- 
lection: a 2nd Century BC (or even earlier) papyrus 
fragment of the book of Deuteronomy in Greek from 
a Jewish community in Egypt: and a small fragment 
of (be New' Testament Gospel of John from around 
125 AD. The exhibition entitled ‘Treasures of the 
Deal Sea — the Copper Scroll after 2,000 Years,” 
was opened in October by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath El Hassan. and continues until Jan- 
uary 10, 1998. It also includes other ancient artifacts 
that shed light on the cultural context of the scrolls’ 
times, and a short film on the opening, conservation 
and interpretation of the Copper Scroll (by Electricity 
de France, who recently conserved the scroll). Half 
a century after they were discovered, and over 2000 
years after they were written, the Dead Sea Scrolls 
continue to fire the beans, minds and imaginati ons of 
all who come in contact with them. The entire collec- 
tion of over 800 scroll manuscripts was found in the 
area west of the Dead Sea in 1947-1956. The bulk 
was discovered in eleven caves located near an 
ancient religious community founded more than a 
century before the time of Christ, at a site now known 
as Khbbel Qumran. The community at Qumran is 
widely thought to belong to the very fundamentalist, 
messianic Essene sect whose headquarters were 


probably in Jerusalem. The Essenes strictly observed 
Jewish religious laws in order to be ready for the end 
of rime and God’s intervention in worldly affairs. The 
writers of the scrolls refer to the members of the 
Qumran community as the “Yahad" (Community), 
‘“the doers of the law,” “the sons of light,” ‘the house 
of Judah" and even “Israel," but do not use any 
names known from other contemporary sources, 
such as historians' texts. The Qumran settlement may 
have played a special role in the Essene community, 
such as a site for purification or production of manu- 
scripts. 

Daring evidence 

The scrolls and fragments that make up the entire 
collection were mostly written in the period between 
c. 250 BC and 50 AD, according to the combined evi- 
dence of archaeological artifacts, radiocarbon dating, 
and paleographic comparisons of handwriting styles 
with other dated scrolls and texts. They were written 
by different scribes from various periods and loca- 
tions. using a variety of styles, inks, and writing mate- 
rials. The scrolls were all brought to the Qumran 
region for safekeeping, for some unknown reason. 

The scrolls comprise different kinds of texts, 
including the Hebrew Bible, accounts of the Qumran 
religious community’s culture and ideology, and frag- 
ments from Jewish literature of the time, such as wis- 
dom compositions, liturgical poetry, and legal and lit- 
erary texts. The Hebrew Bible texts, being at least a 
thousand years older than previously known biblical 
manuscripts, offer unparalleled insights into biblical 
history and people’s lives and ideas in Palestine 
around the time of Christ The collection of 20 
scrolls from three caves that has been in Jordanian 
custody since the 1950s (only partially on display in 
Manchester) is representative of the entire corpus of 
Dead Sea Scrolls, in that it comprises a wide range of 
texts, styles and materials, according to Professor 
George J. Brooke of Manchester University. They 
include scrolls on leather, papyrus and copper, writ- 
ten in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic, with scribal fea- 
tures such as several different kinds of paragraphing 
and corrections. 

Tire historical significance 


Dead Sea Scrolls scholars say the scrolls are histor- 
ically important for several reasons: for what they 
reveal about the religious beliefs and cultural prac- 
tices of a devout Jewish religious community, for 
Judaism as a whole, for the authoritative compilation 
of die Bible as ii has been transmitted to us today, and 
as the backdrop to the formative years of Christiani- 
ty. One of the most interesting dimensions of Pales- 
tine during the period of the scrolls is the fact that sev- 
eral different versions of the same biblical text were 
in circulation at the same time, even in the same loca- 
tion. It is clear, for example, that during the period 
when Hi del and Jesus were preaching several differ- 
ent Old Testament biblical texts were in use. This 
suggests a deep, ancient tradition of religious and cul- 
tural pluralism in the region, including what Dr. 
Brooke has called “a significantly open-ended atti- 
tude to scripture and a diversity of religious thought 
which is both poetically and legally minded." 

The Copper Scroll that forms the centre piece of the 
Manchester Museum exhibition was discovered in 
Qumran cave 3 in 1952: due to its brittle condition it 
was only opened in 1955-56 in Manchester, after 
appropriate study and conservation weak. Ii was cut 
into two pieces by Professor H. Wright Baker of the 
Manchester College of Technology. John Allegro 
(1923-I9SS) studied the scroll, and J.T. Milfk was the 
official editor of the published official edition in 
1962. The full text and photos were published in 
microfiche form in 1996 by EJ. Brill company of the 
Netherlands. The Keeper of Archaeology at the Man- 
chester Museum today is Dr. John Prag, and the 
director is Tristram Besterman. The Copper Scroll 
was discovered in March 1952 during a survey by a 
Jordanian Department of Antiquities team headed by 
Henri de Contenson. The cave 3 in which it was 
found also contained fragments of parchment with 
writing, ceramic jars, and other pooery forms. Two 
copper scrolls were found one above the other against 
the north wall of the cave, with a huge boulder that 
had fallen on them and sealed them in place for some 
two millennia. The Copper Scroll has 1 2 columns of 
writing engraved on three sheets of beaten copper 
that were riveted together into a single scroll. The let- 
ters were made by striking a hammer against a flat- 
edged chisel resulting in hard-to-read letters and 
problems in deciphering some of die contents. The 
style of the letters helps date the scroll to around 25- 


125 AD, making it among 
the latex Qumran scrolls. 

Made to last 

The Copper Scroll (all 
other scrolls were of 
parchment or papyrus) 
was designed to last, and 
the reason for this is 
explained by the scroll's 
content. It lists a fabulous 
treasure hidden in 64 
unidentifiable places, 
without any correspond- 
ing story or explanation. 

The treasure list mainly 
comprises gold and silver 
in large quantities — so 
large, in fact, that most 
scholars first thought the 
measure list was imagi- 
nary, but today the schol- 
arly consensus is that the 
treasure really exists. Sev- 
eral attempts have been 
made to find the treasure, 
but without success. 

What did the treasure 
represent and where did it 
come from? The exhibi- 
tion organisers, reflecting 
the scholarly consensus, 
suggest three possibilities: 

1 ) it may have represented 
the cumulative wealth of 
the Essenes at Qumran 
and elsewhere, whose 
novices always forfeited their personal wealth to die 
communal treasury; 2) it may have represented the 
Jewish Temple treasury in Jerusalem that was moved 
to the Judaean wilderness for safekeeping, before the 
Roman destruction of the Temple in 70 AD at the end 
of the second Jewish Revolt: 3) it may have repre- 
sented the accumulated wealth of Jewish money col- 
lected in taxes after 70 AD, when the Jewish religious 
leaders may have had little to spend it on and thus 
stored it for future safekeeping. 


The Copper Scroll has been recently extensively re- 
examined and conserved by Electricity de France, 
who have also produced a good facsimile of the orig- 
inal. The conservation work makes it easier to read 
the original text, and thus some new editions of the 
Copper Scroll will be published soon. The sponsors 
of the exhibition are the Department of Antiquities of 
Jordan, the University of Manchester, the Manches- 
ter Museum, Royal Jordanian airlines, Eecmcite de 
France and EXBrill publishers. 


Husseini agrees with King on 'capital in Jerusalem’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

“By tins remark, the King 
meant that the capital of the 
Palestinian independent state 
should be inside the city of 
Jerusalem which embodies 
the old city and not anywhere 
else around the area and I 
strongly back this view,” said 
Mr. Husseini. ^ ' ?. 

Referring to the Middle 
East peace process. Mr. Hus^ 
seini said that the whole 


process is based on U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338 which provide 
for Israel’s withdrawal from 
the Arab lands occupied 
since 1967, which means that 
the borders of the Palestine 
state should be those which 
existed before the 1967 war. 

"If Israel tries to ignore the 
1967 border line and if it 
gives itself the right to 
extend its borders eastwards, 
the Palestinians will assume 


the right to look westwards 
where they have historic 
rights and property," warned 
Mr. Husseini. “If Israel 
claims that it owns property 
in the eastern sector of 
Jerusalem, we will demand 
our lawful right to regain 70 
per cent of all of the western i 
sector of the city,” concluded 1 
Mr. Husseini. 


(Continued from page 1 1 

“Visits such as these should 
take place through the House 
and its committees and should 
not be done on a personal 
level” Mr. Azaydeh said. 

Deputy Hamadah Fara’neh 
(Amman’s First District), a fre- 
quent visitor to Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas -and 
who maintains good relations 
with “Arab members' ‘of-ihe ■ 
Knesset and arranges for their 


Deputies’ visit to Knesset draws criticism 


visits to Jordan and other Arab 
countries, visited Jerusalem 
with Mr. Ra’fin. 

While denying that the two 
deputies invited Knesset's 
Chairperson Dan Teekbon to 
visit Jordan, Mr. Fara’neh did 
not deny that he and Sheikh 
Ra’fat held meetings with 
members of the Knesset. 

On die other hand, officials at 
the Israeli embassy in Amman 
said they saw the deputies’ visit 
as a very positive step. 


Reports about the two 
deputies’ visit to Jerusalem and 
their meeting with Knesset 
members appeared in the local 
press yesterday. 

According to A1 Arab Al 
Yawm, Deputies Fara’neh and 
Ra’fal proposed a trilateral 
meeting between Jor danian. 
Israeli and Palestinian parlia- 
mentarians. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Fara’neh denied the report. 


“We are not authorised by the 
Jordanian Parliament to speak 
on behalf of the House,” he 
said. 

"Therefore, we have no right 
to extend invitations to any 
Israeli on behalf of the House.” 
Mr. Fara’neh said. 

Ml Fara’neh added that they 
were visiting Jerusalem cm an 
invitation by Labour Knesset 
Member Saleh Tarif . 

Deputy - Ra’fai « was quoted 
recently in an interview- as say- 


ing he was against the peace 
process and Jordan’s 1994 
peace treaty with IsraeL In the 
interview, however, be declined 
to say whether he would hold 
talks with Israeli parliamentari- 
ans. 

“We encourage dialogue 
between the [Jordanian and 
Israeli] people, and parliaments 
are part of the people-” Roey 
Gill ad, the press officer at the 
Israeli embassy, told the Jordan 
Tunes. 


The Saturday Crossword 


PLANETARIUM 
By Edgar R- Fontaine 


Across 
1 St-Fianctf 
Urtnptaco 
7 increase 
10 tefcnd tithe 
Caribbean 
14 Cut all 
IB — BridiahH 

nodco 

20 Nonovtoe, breity 

21 Baty a — 

22 Century plant 

29 Takas tothe 
hatkyant 

24 Changing^ 

tool 

26 Faiana and 
Montoz 

27 Otherwise, briefly 

28 King ol France 

30 — S^ng (propel) 

31 Company togmgr 
abfar. 


33 Tokyo, pnwtoualy 

34 Use a dhitntafl tod 
x Piiao 

40 Orem vttafly 

41 Map booh. 

42 Conttm smooHy 

43 Aide. abbr. 

44 PMorad 

40 Always, to poets 

47 Aston cotoniy 

48 Lawyer, abbr. 

50 Samm 
02 Dtfheul 

S3 Btahop'j purviaw 

57 Nsbvo American 

58 Etacnlcal unb 
SB Gehrig or Rarttt 

00 Rotating firework 

51 — dogma 
(pereaByl 


IPriSpsh) 


07 A Cole 
68 Venus 
8B Evergreen 
70 Suns' river 

73 Reproves 
harshly 

74 Al home 

70 Loud rackets 
BO — -do-Franca 
St Coherattl 
London 

82 Showaaaers 

83 Woman at myth 

84 Bustos 
Bfl Uranus 
89 Computer 

language 
89 Young dav 
go Certain wheat 

gi infostod. to away 

02 Typaoliug 
05 — BomhoLuc* 
07 PA coy 


SB — Blew 
09 Mercuy 
102 — Dawna 
705 Pmmousto 

106 It stamen Ash 
Wadnaaday 

107 Long car, for 
ahon 

108 Stock unit abbr. 
no healh retort 

tit Mexican trea 

113 SpritftOy manner 
lie Mora paM 
118 Gobanup 
110 Invent 

120 Digit 

121 inevarhcpere— ’ 
(asgaaa) ’ 

122 OtHce werkar. 
briefly 

123 Hindrance 

124 RN tana 

125 Scavengore 


DOWN 

1 Syrian lender 

2 Demnged person 
S UnotftdatpoflS 

4 . 

i awning* 
54fUr 
B —teas 

7 Calendar abbr. 

8 Pena ot turOure 

9 Lou 
10 Mam 

lt W here. in 
pratcripBora 
12 Romovea from tfla 

toiaup 

73 Soo new Greece 

14 Spicy condment 

15 Sol 

76 Hotel amptay m a 

17 Ctreumverta 

18 Vacation ptaeo 


26 Uni 

20 ■— olJaannier 

[Eden attewni 
32 Predeawe 
35 FamaAlrg 

37 Roman read 

38 Eaim 

38 Soma beseMA 
ptayara 

44 Dot 

45 Dorothy's dog 

47 Praise 

48 Neptama 

51 Hmlay or AUns 

52 Predicaments 

53 NbE. o.g. 

54 Conger 

55 Ptdcabbr 

58 Tarzan actor. Ron 

59 Round anatomical 

pans 


80 Ytotde as a reo»n 
£0 Irequotoft 

Indtana 

53 Dutch paottor 
84 Fencing bourn 
55 Ramontf— 

69 Amerce 

70 Dre.’gp. 

71 Haptea' state, 
abbr. 

72 Stotoan 

73 BArtpan 

75 Means ol emaimg 
78 Dwmieton 

77 Whirlpool 

78 Soar 

81 Madeira) 
helmata 

84 SwtBsrtver 
55 Abode 

85 Attain 


87 Formal eugaon 
general 

89 SpHreargieup 
00 Palm togfodfrm 
02 Store 
S3 Restate 
94 Roland 
05 Atom smaanere 
07 Ctovm KoOy 

1 00 WherathaDama 
room? 

101 "teuton— 
BatHnoT" (JFK) 

103 — canto 
worms 

104 Hones 

109 Hodgepodge 
112 Sty 
114 Inlet 

U5 PartoJamln. 
117*— Haer 


Diagramless, 19*19 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Dans 

G Endoswetoi 
beSBCh 
7 Witaeere 
B Search 

0 NeckSna shape 

10 Gasp 

11 ConSnnadM 


tCubs, 

*-8- 

18— Magdalene 


DOWN 
t ctedei 

2 Branch 

3 Some gelt cure 

4 Greasy spoon 

5 Waothar tonscato 
5 Penny 

7 Melody 
B Worunan 

10 Baton spectafc 

11 Hurt 

12 Bakaty woricere 

13 CompfawnttK) 


19 Gaiflceacwn 

20 Debated 

23 Blocker'S rola on 
TV 

24 Oataoted 

25 Browning and 

Grey 

25 Tlpsnr 

27 Violent ones 

28 Groealul bees 
20 Areas Oakley 
3D litfll! 


14 Maa 

15 Always 

16 Ccey roams 

17 Crazy 
IB Upper Ip 

adornment w. 

20 Rr — ryt 

21 Actor's pan 

22 Jewels 

23 Emma 

24 Mmne-dnger 
26 Wpflgm 


37 — Plaines. IL 
32 Flapped quitody 
34 Unit ot work 
37 OW ptaymg card 

39 War god 

40 Motley — ' 

41 Uheotank 

44 SUn problem 

45 The Cuaen to — 
48 Made Bounds rf 

pain 
47 Pain 


27 Binds 

29 Dredge 

30 Gratis 

32 AF8nttl«» 

33 Sea maple 
35 »ck 

X Equipment 
38 Scone ol acton 
40 Gall shot 
4t tomcoiega 
town 

42 Flowor 


45 BosaboH pttdt 
48 German cay 

50 Store 

51 Desk item 

52 Saves 
I tom 

55 Numerical prefer 

56 Bureau 

57 Old World 

bunting 

59 Crazy, var 
SO Suayed 


perhaps 


SOLUTION OF LAST 

WEEKS SUNDAY PUZZLE DIAGRAMLESS PUZZLE 



QEiupa 
□nauDcna 

BUDDUancrD 
□□13 LIB OBUQD 

SoSa naLiHH “SSHS 1 ” 11 

oaaKon onanKgag 


□□□□□ansa 

aaapaau 

iinaotl 


W'iSI 



Lest Week’s Cryptograms 

1. New girl on little league taam turned out to be the hitter 
with moat runs batted in. 

2. When sulky owl, living under mob eaves, warn aaked how 
he got smart, he simply aald, “Eavesdropping, man!” 

3. Teal pilot eats big box of chicken wingo, then won't make 
flight in experimental aircraft. 

4. Apprentice cook wine pancake contest when he naea better 
hotter batter. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. JXPDB TXLBBFE XAHY DQQ BXP SDEMDAC 

YBLKPY AC CPT VXLBBACU JPCHPE HL 

IIPH QLTFYE BBAJPY BLYYASQP. 

— By Rad Ireland 

2. NEOTHRO, STIR GODCWF QSWCVOCBS 

ILODR, T0X WS6UQ ST EZKGZWWF OQ 
NEOTHDCBQ RWOF VLB NODK XCVL 

1SDRZVKE. -BrHitaSalveto 

I.NOVP NPOTTAPD OT SEK BAVY IT 
YAPPOVICU DOCKT EISSUP HEEPOK TYPOHN 

BEIB ICS TH1TY OST DEEECC TOKOT. 

— By iC. Doyle 

4.PRBPK FEME FEXPH FEMUKT XN FLIPS 

PLAYING FREAK NXKKIM YLCPKT T 

— ByMHndrfleeon 



Arafat accepts Albright’s plan of further crackdown on Islamists 


(CoDtmued from page 11 

approval, Yedior said. 

A senior Palestinian security 
official refused comment Fri- 
day on the report. However. 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman, the 
secretary general of the Pales- 
tinian cabinet said the Pales- 
tinians would not permit others 
to determine their affairs. “No 
one has veto power over the 
Palestinians, not the United 
States and not Israel,” he said. 

Following his meeting here 
with Luxembourg Prime Min- 
ister Jean-Claude Juncker, 
whose country heads die rotat- 
ing EU presidency. President 
Arafat was to head to Egypt for 
further talks on the peace 
process. 

Israel insists that the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) must crack down on 
Islamist activists before it pro- 
ceeds with its overdue with- 
drawal of troops from the West 
Bank. 

The Israeli cabinet, however, 
is bitterly divided on the scope 
of the withdrawal. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Friday 
the U.S. will have final say on 
the release of any Palestinian 
activists from jail under an 
agreement in principle worked 
out on the Palestinian role in 


fighting terrorism. 

In an interview. Mr. 
Netanyahu told the Associated 
Press a detailed plan was being 
worked out to monitor Pales- 
tinian compliance with the 
peace agreement as well as 
Israel's handover of more West 
Bank land. 

Despite intense U.S. pressure 
cm Israel to define bow much 
land it is willing to hand over, 
Mr. Netanyahu said he could 
not guarantee the cabinet 
debate on the future of the 
West Bank will be completed 
by the time he meets President 
Clinton in Washington, D.C.. 
early next year. 

The internal Israeli debate 
focuses cm how much land 
Israel would need to keep in 
so-called 1 ‘security zones" 
which Mr. Netanyahu said 
were designed to give Israel's 
army room to defend against 
an attack by neighbouring 
Arab states. 

**A debate like this hasn’t 
been done in the Israeli cabinet 
for 30 years so it takes a little 
more than 30 days,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu, adding that no date 
had been set for the meeting 
with President Clinton. 

“I can’t tell you if our delib- 
erations wOJ be over at chat 
point, but they certainly will be 


far advanced" 

Netanyahu aide David Bar- 
111 an said a Climon-Netanyahu 
meeting was expected in Janu- 
ary or February. He said that 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
may meet locally before the 
two go to Washington for sep- 
arate discussions with Mr. 
Clinton. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a member 
of PNA cabinet, said Ms. 
Albright had failed to achieve 
progress in her meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu in Paris on 
Thursday and called for better 
U.S. efforts for the Washington 
meetings. 

“If the United States is inter- 
ested in moving the process, it 
must take important preparato- 
ry steps, or they will have a 
replica of the many other meet- 
ings held at the White House," 
she said 

“This comes down to the fact 
that Netanyahu does not have 
the political will to move. 1 
doubt that with this current 
government in Israel anything 
will be done." 

Mr. Netanyahu declined to 
say if Israel would withdraw 
from more than 10 per cent of 
the West Bank in its next pull- 
back as Israeli media have 
speculated. 

He insisted that any pullback 


would be linked to Palestinian 
compliance with promises to 
crack down on Islamists and 
fulfil promises to expunge ref- 
erences in the PLO charter to 
Israel’s destruction. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Israel 
would insist on a five-month 
testing period in which Pales- 
tinian compliance was moni- 
tored before making good on 
its withdrawal pledge. 

"There is an inherent asym- 
metry between the concrete 
things that we give and the less 
concrete things that they give,” 
Mr. Netanyahu said 

“The minimum that we 
should do is have a period of a 
few months to test a change of 
Pales tinian behaviour, to test 
Pales tinian compliance.” 

Mr. Bar- Ulan said Israel 
would make only one further 
withdrawal even though the 
Palestinians maintain the Oslo 
peace accords demand two 
more. 

A Palestinian official said 
Mr. Arafat would agree to a 10 
to 13 per cent pullback only if 
the U.S. guaranteed a third 
withdrawal. The official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, also said Mr. 
Arafat would demand resolu- 
tion of issues such as a Pales- 
tinian airport. 


Aziz takes reporters on tour of Iraq’s presidential palaces 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sergey Lavrov argued that 
maintaining the long-term sur- 
veillance of Iraqi industry — 
which is to expand after the 
inspections end — is more 
important than punishing Pres- 
ident Hussein with force. 

“We don’t want the use of 
force because this will keep the 
United Nations from knowing 
the situation in Iraq." Mr. 
Lavrov said. 

Mindful of the lack of sup- 
port for a military strike, Mr. 
Richardson said the U.S. 
would seek a joint statement 
affirming UJM. demands for 
access to all sites. 

He said a draft statement 
would be circulated among 
council members Thursday for 
approval Friday or next week. 
But such statements require 
unanimous approval, and that 
may be difficult if the language 


appears threatening. 

French Ambassador Alain 
Dejammet said the Americans 
were seeking a joint statement 
“but we are not along,” mean- 
ing France has not agreed to 
support it. Mr. Dejammet said 
instead of threats. Mr. Buder 
should “never accept a ‘no’ as 
a definitive ‘no” J and continue 
negotiating. 

“Contrary to some, we 
believe it is not as discouraging 
as has been discussed,” Mr. 
Dejammet added. 

In Washington, National 
Security Adviser Sandy Berger 
said the Clinton administration 
wanted a “very clear statement 
from the Security Council that 
access means access.” 

“And we will take if from 
there, one step at a time in a 
steady way," Mr. Berger 
added. He noted that as long as 
Iraq continues to deny full 
access, the inspectors cannot 


verify that Baghdad has 
destroyed its illegal weapons 
— the main condition for lift- 
ing sanctions imposed in 1990 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait 

“So at the very least we 
would hope that this would 
extend the sanctions indefinite- 
ly,” Mr. Berger said. "And, as 
the president said, we have 
ruled out no other options.” 

A European diplomat speak- 
ing cm condition of anonymity, 
said the council could simply 
forswear any new actions and 
maintain the current sanctions 
indefinitely. 

He said that as long as Iraq 
“keeps shooting itself in the 
foot” there was no chance the 
council would accept Russian 
and French suggestions to cer- 
tify Iraqi compliance in certain 
areas — such as long-range 
missiles and nuclear research 
programmes — and ease sanc- 
tions gradually. 


Mr. Lavrov argued Mr. But- 
ler's report showed some posi- 
tive signs. He noted that the 
inspectors had found no evi- 
dence that Iraq resumed manu- 
facturing illegal weapons dur- 
ing the days last month when 
all inspectors were withdrawn 
from the country. 

Iraq’s ambassador. Nizar 
Hamdoun, accused Mr. Butler 
of misrepresenting Iraq's posi- 
tion. Mr. Hamdoun said the 
Iraqi side was nor unequivocal- 
ly refusing to disclose new 
information “but at the 
moment it has no new infor- 
mation." 

He also said Iraq had agreed 
to allow the inspectors to visit 
all locations “except presiden- 
tial sites.” Iraq claims the right 
to limit inspections to protect 
its national sovereignty. 
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Steering committee formed 
to help set up 6 junior 
business people association 9 



By Ghalia AJui 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Young entre- 
preneurs have laid the foun- 
dation for a "junior business 
people association," to help 
boost their role as Jordan 
prepares to join world mar- 
ket economies. 

Over 30 delegates formed 
a seven-member steering 
committee during a meeting 
on Wednesday to help set up 
a parley that will be open to 
all businessmen regardless 
of their age. 

“The proposed forum will 
help facilitate and activate 
the role of young business 
people in building Jordan's 
business future... especially 
during an era of (economic) 
globalisation," said the 
younger generation of Jor- 
danian businessmen attend- 
ing a meeting held by Ger- 
many’s Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation iFNFl. 

Earlier, the hand-picked 
participants discussed a Uni- 
versity of Jordan study by 
Professor Nassim Barham of 
131 private -sector enterpris- 
es. 

The study found that most 
of the enterprises were fami- 
ly-owned non-risk takers — 
a move that could hamper 
their expansion through 
increasing equity by forming 
shareholding companies that 
could be listed on the stock 
market with improved 
accounting methods and 
clearer decision-making 
structures. 

‘To distribute the risk, the 
majority of business people 
invest in unrelated projects 
at times of economic growth 
and do not act in periods of 


recession in spite of govern- 
ment incentives," Dr. 
Barham said. 

His study also revealed 
that most of the companies 
were not innovative in intro- 
ducing new ideas to the mar- 
ket and in selling their prod- 
ucts. Instead, they relied on 
the government to open new 
markets for their goods — a 
setback for future expansion 
in today's world market 
economies that follow' fast- 
changing consumer trends. 

“These business persons 
do not focus on the local 
market and fed that there is 
no need to improve the profi- 
ciency of workers," Dr. 
Barham said. 

The study found out that 
53.5 per cent of the firms 
were small-scale enterprises 
— employing less than 10 
staffers — 43.8 per cent of 
Jordanian entrepreneurs 
began doing business after 
the age of 30 and that 81.6 
per cent of them were high- 
ly-educated. 

Dr. Barham said govern- 
ment red tape, a small mar- 
ket with weak purchasing 
power and lack of adequate 
finandng were major obsta- 
cles hampering the compa- 
nies' growth. 

The government has earlier 
this year introduced ambi- 
tious amendments to the 
investment law which now 
allows tor a 100 per cent for- 
eign equity ownership in six 
key sectors. 

The study showed that 
90.4 per cent of business 
people in Jordan were nega- 
tively affected by Jordan’s 
1994 peace treaty with Israel 
which opened the gates 
towards trade links between 


incompatible economies. 

Omar Sal ah. one of the 
participants, said that despite 
the challenges facing Jordan- 
ian businessmen, the pro- 
posed forum should help 
attract “more entrepreneurs” 
as Jordan enters the year 
2000 . 

He also said economic 
prosperity would widen to 
include more middle-class 
Jordanians. 

Mr. Salah is Lhe chairman 
of Century Investment 
Group which is employing 
1.200 at its 12 factories 
established at the newly des- 
ignated Qualifying Industrial 
Zone in Irbid — all on a 
50/50 partnership basis with 
world multinationals. 

But many participants 
expressed fears that the 
forum might not be realised 
in a society where business 
people have long com- 
plained over lack of 
improvement but have rarely 
proposed alternative solu- 
tions to achieve change. 

“Our Arab culture does not 
accept change." stressed one 
entrepreneur. “How would 
you train people to change 
the way they think." 

Many also complained that 
the current education system 
generally did not prepare 
students to accept change 
and meet future challenges 
brought about by technologi- 
cal advances in a rapidly- 
moving world. 

Jordan, they said, lacked 
efficient vocational training 
centres. Some suggested the 
establishment of a private- 
run training institution to 
improve the skills of labour- 
ers. 


Companies try to make profits 
from ‘arranged deals’ at AFM 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the JordanTimes 


AMMAN — A buy-back 
process at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market lAFMl failed to 
achieve good results in the 
last week’s turnover com- 
pared with the previous 
week’s level with the general 
price index declining as well, 
brokers said Friday. 

Naim Naqeeb. a broker at 
the stock market, said that 
local portfolios have resorted 
to selling some of their 
shares in an "arranged agree- 
ments" under which they 
would buy the shares again 
in order to "register profits in 
their books." 

“It is like a plastic surgery 
to enable the local portfolios 


to record profits in their 
books before the end of the 
year.” Mr. Naqeeb told the 
Jordan Times. 

Another broker. Nasser 
Amad, said that the "previ- 
ously arranged contracts 
were responsible for the 
weekly trading volume.” 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
indicated that the weekly 
turnover reached JD8.9 mil- 
lion, a 31 per cent decrease 
compared with JD12.9 mil- 
lion registered a week ago. 

The bulletin showed that 
the general price index, 
based on 60 registered firms, 
has also decreased from 
170.02 point in the second 
week of this month to 169.7 
in the previous week. 

Mr. Naqeeb attributed the 


decline in the general price 
index to the crisis between 
Jordan and Iraq following the 
executions of four Jordanian 
citizens on Dec. 3 for smug- 
gling car spare parts. 

He emphasised that dealers 
thought the tension will 
affect the trade between the 
two countries and that led to 
the decline in the trading of 
shares that belonged to firms 
that trade with Iraq. 

“But after three days, 
everybody was sure that 
nothing is going to happen 
between the two countries 
and, as a result, trading went 
back into its previous form," 
Mr. Naqeeb said. 

But Mr. Amad believes that 

(Continued on page 9) 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Transport 

Privatization of the Aqaba Railway Corporation 
Request for Expressions of Interest 

The Government of Jordan is seeking expressions of interest for firms to 
operate the Aqaba Railway Corporation (ARC) under a concession 
agreement 

ARC is a state-owned company that provides rail service from phosphate 
mines owned by the Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC) at Abiad and 
Hassa, and Shidiya for export through the port at Aqaba. The mine at 
Shidiya, is not presently served by rail, and rail service is provided via a 
transshipment facility. 

The concession will inelude: 

• i 

► operation and maintenance of ARC; 

► financing and construction by the concession of a rail extension 
to the JPMC mine at Shidiya, under a BTO arrangement (build, 
transfer and operate); and 

r investment in upgrading and overhaul of locomotives and 
wagons. 

Construction of the extension and improvements in operations and 
equipment will make at least 5 million tonnes of phosphate available to be 
moved by rail per year, compared with the present level of 2.5-3. 0 million 
tonnes per year. 

The Government is also considering including as part of the concession, the 
financing, construction, and operation of a rail link between Aqaba and the 
Aqaba Industrial Area (Wadi H), which will require additional investment by 
the concession. This extension will increase the traffic available by an 
estimated 3.5 million tonnes. 

An efficient ARC is vital to the competitiveness of JPMC, one of Jordan’s 
major exporters, therefore the Government is looking for experienced 
railway operators, with financial capability to undertake this project The 
Government is seeking expressions of interest from firms or consortia with 
the following operating and financial capabilities: 

a) average annual turnover (defined as works in progress and 

completed) over the last five years of US Dollars 100 million 
equivalent, and; 

(b) successful experience in the development, implementation and 
operation (including procurement of rail equipment, provision 
of maintenance services, and overall management) of heavy 
railway freight trains. ~ 

If your firm or consortium meets these conditions, we would be pleased to 
receive an indication of interest accompanied by a statement of your 
qualifications and capabilities. 

It is the intention of the Government to conduct a competitive bidding 
process for the selection of the concessionaire. We will review the expressions 
of interest received and prepare a short list of candidates for the next Stage 
which will involve the submission of Technical Proposals by candidate firms- 
or consortia. An announcement of the short list will take place early in 1998. 

The implementation of the concession is the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Transport which has engaged CPCS Transcoin Ltd. to assist in lhe matter. 

Please forward your expressions of interest no later than January 25, 1998, 
to the attention oh 

Mr. Yahia Jdaitawi 

Director of Railway Department 

Ministry of Transport 

Government of Jordan 

P. O. Box 352X4 

Amman 11180 

Jordan 

Tel: 962-6-5518111 
Fax: 962-6-5527233 


I THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Supporting loop 
6 German sub 
1 1 Actress Arthur 

14 Pie nut 

15 Norwegian 
Norway 

1 G Powerful sphere 
17 Swimming gold- 
medallist 

19 Fabray, tamiliarty 

20 Tim, the actor 

21 ’Divine Comedy* 
wriler 

23 Struggled 
awkwardly 
27 Soldier 

29 Habituated 

30 Form a plan 

31 Suffered 

soreness 

32 Having delicate 
health 

33 “ til Vbu Drop* 

36 Talon 

37 Night watchman 

38 Pronounce 
indistinctly 

39 Haw's partner 

40 Animated pig 

41 Canddaies 

42 cT 

44 Natural talents 

45 Stitt and formal 

47 Slatted windows 

48 Camera maker 

49 1976-80 
Wimbledon 
winner 

50 Stevedores' grp. 

51 Tennis gold- 
medallist 

58 Gibson of 
■Hamlet" 

59 Med. Images 

60 Proclamation 
Bt Hindu title 

62 Merits 

63 Actress Roker _ 
DOWN 

1 Health resort 

2 Moon vehicle, 
briefly 

3 Frigid 

4 Mil. branch. 

5 Cantankerous 

6 Removed ties 

7 *Ben Hur* coster 

8 Scot island 

9 Long, long time 
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By Bernice Gordon 

Philadelphia, PA 

10 Twining growth 

11 Speed-skating 
gold-medallist 

12 Muse of poetry 

13 Doubleday of 
baseball 

18 Lack 

22 _ gratia artis 

23 Shuts novel, "On 

the * 

24 Sam, for one 

25 Boxing gold- 
medallist 

26 Concoct 

27 Dog tired 

29 Enthusiastic 

30 Chicago hotel 

32 Covered with hair 

34 Highly 
unconventional 

35 Try hard to 
persuade 

37 Ancient 
European 

38 Eastern 
European 

40 Rock-breaking 
too) 
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ROM 

EVE 



41 Cleanup hitter 
43 Alter in the sky 
44' Roman squares 

45 Clears the 
surface 

46 Chan's portrayer 

47 Very fertile loam 

49 Mawr 


52 Gun-owners' 
lobby 

53 6s Salaam 

54 Excitement 

55 "With _ You Get 
EggroB* 

56 Part of B.S. 

57 Native oh suff. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1997 


By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Handle domestic chores early. 
It kxjks like you’re just too popular for your own good. Don’t 
worry. You can handle all the invitations. Save a long distance 
phone call for late tonight It’ll give you more time to talk, and 
besides that, rates will be down. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Dealing with a laige compa- 
ny or bureaucracy has had you jumping through hoops. Just 
when you though you’d jumped through the last one, another 
set of hoops would appear in front of you. Well, take heart. That 
problem has been resolved and progress will soon be apparent 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Something you’ve been trying 
to accomplish is finally going to come true. There are hassles, 
but it'll work out. Tonight you’ll have a blinding insight This 
coukl come in the form of advice from a partner: You learn 
something that will prove to be most helpfuL 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’ve been on the hot seat 
lately, but were able to handle k. Sometimes people just fed like 
they have to say what’s on their minds. You’ve given them the 
room to do that, and now they feel better. You' U feel better soon, 
too, as you see your good deeds paying off for you once again. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It looks like an interesting 
evening for romance. You and your sweetheart should have a 
fascinating conversation, possibly about finishing up one thine 
and starting another. You’ll see a path ahead more clearly late 
tonight and tomorrow. You ’II be able to achieve something that 
seemed impossible. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your buddies 
are finding it easier to accomplish whatever you want You’re 
working well together. In fact it’s more like fun than work. 
You’ll be most productive in the morning. Later, you might sian 
feeling anxious. Not to worry. Upcoming changes will take 
your life easier soon. Just keep the faith and keep on trucking. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This has been a good 
rime of year to straighten out misunderstandings. If you've 
already done that, it s time to get on with new projects. One of 
those could appear to you by this morning, and another some- 
time this afternoon. The latter has many others involved. Thai 
will be the easier one. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A job you’ve been 
struggling with will suddenly fall into place. A co-worker you 
haven't liked may even be more amenable. It's because you're 
both going in the same direction now instead of locking horns. 
You should be able to get a great deal of work done this after- 
noon. There may be complications in your life, but the wok- 
load should be getting easier 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This could 
be a good evening to travel. During lhe middle of the day. you'll 
have other concerns. Somebody from far away needs attention, 
and maybe a little of your money. Hopefully, you’ll have 
enough left to go out to dinner. If you do, head a little farther out 
than you usually go. You’ll b o t lrb e in the mood for adventure. 

f CAPRICORN: (December-2 2 to Jau uaiy20) For die last sev- 
eral months, you've been struggling with something you woe 
trying to build, fix or change. You've just about given up hope. 
This morning, progress will become easier to achieve. There 
will still be a lot of work, but less anguish. The whole thing 
might turn out to be a hoot 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) When you get 
together with relatives tonight for a few beers, be careful what 
you say. People look to you for advice, so put some in a place 
where they can find it And say it in a way they can understand. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’ve had to scrimp and 
save for months, but conditions are changing. Since you' ve had 
to do without for so long, you’ll be sorely tempted to over- 
spend. Don't go through your entire winnings in the first week, 
if you can help iL Instead, make use of what you’ve learned 
over the last several weeks and spend your money wisely. 

Birthstone of December Turquoise — Zircon 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘When I crash, air bags go off to prevs 
me from pounding the computer." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and Mika ArS*** 1 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DAGEA 
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WHY THE LOCK- 
SMITH’S COM- 
PUTER PlPNT 
WORK. 


W!h {heiw 


Now arrange the drried letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by thB above cartoon. 



(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: JEWEL TRULY FAMISH BELIEF 
I Answer What the cameraman captured on his photo 
o( moonshiners - A 'STILL* LIFE 












1 


er 20 


Business & Finance 


Jordan Times,Saturdy , December 20 , 1997 


he last 


faii* ha> bten t ^ 

■siandir^s Jj 

new pr.jjs.-b (&■ 
2. iflbl JTii-lhcrs^ 
others iihm|\ M j, 

\ i A j.jb y.fj -.jiv. 

ace. \ u< w Unite: i- 

is. ll ' ">r_Ji>c 11 ; 

aoJ ..•> i-.dart\r 
work i- >r,e ili « 

>UT ill's, njltvjv-s 


mberZl-Tst.x 


off w r lc : 

comp IJI&f 


Nomura highlights success of Arab Potash GDR listings I Trading at AFM drops 


By Tareq Ayyoob 

Special to the JonJaii Times 

AMMAN —The listing of 
the Arab Potash Company’s 
(APC’s) global depository 
receipts (GDRs) in the Lon- 
don and Amman bourses has 
dosed successfully, a 
spokesman for Nomura 
International, the firm which 
led the listing procedure, 
announced Thursday. 

-‘We think this represents a 
strong vote of confidence in 
Jordan, in its national cur- 
rency and in the APC 
shares,"’ said Asaad Raz- 
zouk, the Nomura represen- 
tative. 

Mr. Razzouk told a press 
conference that the offering 
was for 3,622,500 GDRs, 
each representing one of the 
APC’s shares which were 
made available to global 
investors. 

The offering carried a 
price $9.03 or JD6.4 per 
GDR.The total offering gen- 
erated $32.7 million. 

Nomura International’s 
headquarters in London 
acted as the lead manager. 
HSBC and Barings were 
also a co-lead manager, he 
said. 

The Bank of New York 
and BritishBank were cho- 
sen to be the international 
and local custodians respec- 
tively of the GDR revenues. 

Two weeks of global road- 


shows were conducted with 
APC management in Tokyo, 
Sydney, Paris, Geneva, Rot- 
terdam, London, and the 
USA. 

The majority of investors 
in the APC shares were 
investment managers and 
pension funds which repre- 
sent an approximately SO 
per cent of total demand. 

“Long term investors are 
very important because they 
take a long term view of the 
economy, the currency and 
the company," said Mr. Raz- 
zouk." So there is always an 
emphasis on placing shares 
with long-term investors,” 
he explained. 

“You do not want too 
many speculators in the 
stock because then, they will 
drive the stock up and down 
in a random manner," he 
added. 

The U.K. has accounted 
for 35 per cent of total 
demand, followed continen- 
tal Europe 23 per cent, Asia 
IS per cent, the U.S. 17 per 
cent and the Middle East at 
seven per cent. The offering 
was approximately two 
rimes oversubscribed. “We 
are very happy with this 
result because in current 
market conditions, this rep- 
resent a strong vote of confi- 
dence in Jordan, its currency 
and the company,’’ said Mr. 
Razzouk. 

“The liberal economic 


policy in Jordan, the new 
changes in economic laws, 
specially the bourse, and 
permitting foreign investors 
to trade in the AFM are nec- 
essary to enhance invest- 
ments in the economy.” said 
Mr. Razzouk. 

“The stock price has been 
stable at that level since the 
issue and we expect it until 
January, primarily because 
of the holidays in Asia, 
Europe and the U.S,” he 
added. 

Mr. Razzouk said the vol- 
ume that changed hands 
since the issue date is 
approximately 20 per cent 
of the GDR size, or $7 mil- 
lion. 

He emphasised that 300 
shares were traded as well at 
the Amman stock market at 
JD6.25 each since the issue 
date. 

Mr. Razzouk said the 
demand of the GDR despite 
the recent collapse in the 
Asian markers is a clear 
message of foreign 
investors" confidence in the 
Jordanian market. 

He said that the postpone- 
ment of international listing 
of the GDR would have 
reflected badly on the econ- 
omy. currency and the APC. 

“What you would be say- 
ing effectively to the market 
is that Jordan is worried of 
being in the same situation 
as Malaysia and Thailand." 
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said Mr. Razzouk. 

“And therefore you would 
be putting the currency and 
growth prospect in doubt is 
well as putting the strength 
of the company in doubt,” 
he added. 

Naser A1 Sadoun, APC 
general manager, revealed 
that the revenue of the list- 


ing will be used to expand 
the company’s projects and 
modernisation of its equip- 
ment. 

Mr. Sadoun told reporters 
that the firm’s long-term 

objective is to increase the 

annual production of the 
firm to two million tonnes. 
He said that the APC's 


1997 net profit is expected 
to reach JD19 million. 

The APC, a major foreign 
currency earner to the King- 
dom. is owned by Jordan 
and several Arab govern- 
ments. 51 per cent of its 
shares are owned by the 
government. 


(Continued from page 8) 

[he decline of the general 
price index was mainly 
because the decline in the 
share prices of Arab Bank, 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC) and the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC). 

The Arab Bank share has 


closed at JD330 compared 
with JD332 week ago, while 
the APC and JPMC shares 
closed at JD6.4 and JD6.2 
respectively. 

The two brokers agreed 
that a “competition” was 
underway between brokers 
[intermediary firms] 10 regis- 
ter the highest trading vol- 
umes. 
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Islamic Games for Women 

Jordan’s delegation 
returns with 2 medals 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S 14-member delegation returns from Tehran. 
Iran Sunday evening after taking part in the 2nd Islamic 
Games for Women grouping athletes from 19 countries. 

The kingdom's only medals came by Amal A1 Mutari 
who clinched a gold medal in the 3,000 metres and added a 
silver in the 1,500 metres. 

Mutari has been impressive throughout the year and won 
a bronze medal in the marathon at July’s Pan-Arab Games. 

Nine Jordanian athletes competed in athletics, table tennis 
and badminton in the Kingdom’s first participation in the 
event. The delegation also included four officials and a ref- 
eree. 

In badminton, Jordan’s team was impressive with Najwa 
AJ Turk beating Afghanistan 2-0. Lina Rashdan lost 2-1 to 
Azerbaijan while Kanolin Shaker lost 2-0 to Iran. 

Najwa Turk moved to the second round and lost to 
Pakistan 2-1. 

In the doubles. Lina Rashdan and Najwa AI Turk lost 2-0 
to Turkmenistan and 2- 1 to Azerbaijan. 

The table tennis team lost to Syria, Kazakhstan, and 


Indonesia. 

The exclusively female Games were organised by Iran’s 
Sports Solidarity Council for Women, headed by Faezeh 
Hashemi. daughter of former Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Has he mi Rafsanjani who is also a member of Iran’s Shura 
Council and is vice-president of the Iranian Olympic 
Committee. 

The Kingdom’s delegation missed the opening ceremony 
due to a flight delay. Jordan also missed the meeting of the 
general assembly of the Islamic Solidarity Council which 
was reportedly held last month. 

The Games were the first such event organised by Iran 
since February 1993 and were originally to be hosted by 
Pakistan, but returned to Tehran sifter Islamabad pleaded 
financial difficulties. 

Events at the Games included athletics, chess, swimming, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis, shooting, handball, bad- 
minton. gymnastics, squash, equestrian and karate. 

The week-long event was held less than two weeks after 
the Iranian capital hosted the 1st Southwest Asian Games 
which were open to men’s teams only. 

Jordan took part in eight sports and won ten medals at the 
event. 



Job Opportunity 


Available at a leading Regional Investment 
Company in Amman 

Executive Secretory 

With the following qualifications 

• Excellent command of English language written and spoken. 

• Computer literate and knowledge of word processing software. 

Interested applicants to send their C.V to the following Address: 
Administration Dept 
P.O. Box 94 1 394 Amman 11194 Jordan 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor, 3 bedrooms (one master). 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, garage, central 
heating. 

Location: Abdoun, near the British Embassy. 

Contact: Raed at Tel.: 663816 - 604386 






Sweifieh 
AS Nasoiii 
AJ Tahur Str. 12 
1M 829684 


CAVE DES CADEAUX 


lYeM BASMAH EST. 

I Just Arrived .. 

Christmas Gifts & Decorations 
from Germany.. 


Best & High Taste of 


.. . .■£ 

Su6ab|E FOR : jsmamammammaBmnmmmBmar 

— ^ ChrisfiTiasTreii^ 


| HOTELS 


| MANSIONS 




1 GRAND HALLS 





Abig variety, 
of Gifts & Toys 
and wire trees. 


Beit AI Bawadi 

THE FESTIVE MONTH 

Christmas and Ramadan 

traditional and modem 
ceramic vases , lamps , bowls, 
ashtrays, rugs, wall hangings & embroideries. 



* 

Make your holiday special 

* 


From Abdoun Circle, third right off Cairo Street 
8am-7pm dally exceptTridays 
Telephone : 818829 -828070 


1.4 mm slim movement 

18 k gold crown 

Sapphire Crystal 

One Y ear International Warranty 

ACCUTIME LTD 

MANUFACTURE} OF RNE ACCURATE" VWOB 

RLE DC LA CARE 3c. 2501 CASE POSlAl£ M0 

SWITZERLAND 

www.eccuratawateh.com 
E-MAIL- oom l im tObk»win.dl 
TEL 032 323 B8 51 FAX; 032 323 A0 SI 


International Center for watches 
Jordan, Amman, Tel: 617229 


Are you Interested In studying In London ? 

• SO AS has been a college of the University of London 
since 191 6 & is one of the leading centers for the 
study of Asia & Africa in the world. It has approx, 
3,000 students, 40% of whom are postgraduate. It 
offers undergraduate & postgraduate programmes as 
well as research facilities in the following subjects : 

Economics Politics 

Development studies Law 

Art & Archaeology Music 

Religions studies Linguistics 

Geography History 

and over 35 languages of Asia & Africa, besides 
regional studies 

• Dr Hussain Al-Shammari will be visiting Amman 
shortly & would like to meet interested students at : 
Presentation on SOAS-:- 

Date : 21 December 1997 
Time : 6:30pm - 8:00pm 

IndMdual Counselfing sessions 
Date : 22 December 1997 
Time : 10:00am - 3tfOpm 
At 

SSSlSSSThe British Council 

& Information Services 
Rainbow street, Jabal Amman 

Tel : (6) 636147 A 8 


Swedish owned Maxi yacht Nicorette (L) leads Hong Kong yacht Exile in front of the Sydney Opera house in 
the last leg of the Big Boat Challenge on Sydney Harbour. Nicorette and Exile, which wiU compete in the annu- 
al Sydney to Hobart race December 26, finished second and third behind Australian yacht Bnndabella in the 
Big Boat Challenge (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Brewers re-sign Scott Karl 

MILWAUKEE (AFP) — The Milwaukee 
Brewers Thursday locked up another play- 
er into the next decade, signing left-hander 
Scott Karl to a three-year, $7.6 million 
contract. Karl was 10-13 with a 4.47 ERA 
in 32 starts last season, spanning 193 1/3 
innings. But after a 2-10 record in the first 
half of the year, he went on to tie the club 
record of eight consecutive victories from 
July 15 to August 29. and finished with an 
8-3 mark after the All-Star break. “Scott is 
going to be an important member of our 
starting rotation for the next three years.” 
said Brewers senior vice-president of base- 
ball operations Sal Bando. “He has the 
potential to be one of the top left-handed 
pitchers in the National League.” Karl. 26, 
owns a 29-29 record and 4.55 ERA with 
five complete games and a shutout in 89 
career games and three seasons with 
Milwaukee. iiwV; 

Colombians name opponents - 

BOGOTA (AFP) — Colombia will play 
warm-up matches against Mexico, 
Northern Ireland, Germany and Belgium 
prior to next year’s World Cup finals in 
France, the Colombian Football Federation 
announced Thursday. The Colombians 
plan away matches against Mexico in San 
Diego, California, on March 11, Northern 
Ireland on March 25 in Belfast, Germany 
on May 30 in Frankfurt and Belgium in 
Brussels on June 3. They also will play a 
match against English Premier League 
team Newcastle, for whom their star strik- 
er Faustino Asprilla plays, on March 22. 
Colombia also plan a four-team tourna- 
ment for Bogota in April, although no 
opponents have yet been confirmed, said 
spokesman Victor Rosas. Colombia ore in 
Group G for France 98 and will face 
England, Romania and Tunisia in the first 
round. 

French wrestler banned 

PARIS (AFP) — French international 
wrestler Philippe Nagy has been banned 
for two years after failing a drugs test. The 
27-year-old, a former national greco- 
roman champion in the 85-kilo category, 
tested positive for anabolic steroids last 
April. 

Schumacher donates $84,000 

BONN (AFP) — German Formula One 
driver Michael Schumacher has donated 
150,000 marks ($84,300) to child victims 
of anti-personnel mines in Sarajevo. The 
two-time former world champion, who vis- 
ited the Bosnian city on Wednesday, 
intends the money to be used to help build 
a hospital for mutilated children there. 

Speed staying at Everton 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Everton on 
Thursday furiously denied reports that 
their star midfielder Gary Speed is poised 
to make a big-money switch to 
Premiership rivals Newcastle. The Welsh 
international has been linked with a move 
to Kenny Dalglish's side in a five million 
pound ($8 million) swap deal involving 
Darren Peacock. Although there was con- 
raci between the dubs a week ago, Everton 
have since reacted angrily to claims that 


former Leeds ace Speed was in talks with 
the Magpies. An Everton spokesman said 
‘It is absolute nonsense. Gary is definitely 
not involved in any talks with Newcastle. 
It is well known that Dalglish has been 
chasing the 28-year-old but it is believed 
that neither camp would be prepared to do 
business before the clubs meet in the FA 
Cup third round at Goodison Park on 
January 4. 

China’s Le in relays only 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — Olympic champion 
Le Jingyi will only compete in relay events 
at the world swimming championships in 
Australia next month, her coach said. The 
Chinese swimming sensation will sit out 
the 50m and 100m freestyle events in 
which sbe is world record holder, her coach 
Zhou Ming was quoted as saying by the 
official Xinhua news agency. The 
v announcement- will come as a shock* to 
many of her rivals who had named Le as 
--favourite for the world tides. The 22-year- 
old won China's only swimming gold 
medal in Atlanta in the 100m freestyle. “Le 
is really tired and has been troubled with 
elbow injuries. Therefore she opted out of 
individual events,” Zhou Ming told 
reporters at a short-course swimming meet 
in Shanghai. “Le will focus on the 
women's 4x1 00m freestyle relay," Zhou 
said. “She has recceDtJy caught bad colds 
twice and her training has been sporadic, 
he added. China's top contender in the 
individual freestyle sprints will be Shan 
Ying, who took the 50m at the China 
National Games in October, coming sec- 
ond to Li in the 1 OOra. The world champi- 
onships start in Perth on January 8. 

Milutinovic Nigeria coach 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria on Thursday 
announced they had appointed Bora 
Milutinovic to coach their national team in 
nexr year's World Cup finals in France. 
The Nigerian Football Association (NFA.) 
confirmed Milutinovic as the new techni- 
cal adviser for the Super Eagles, who have 
been drawn in Group D with Bulgaria. 
Spain and Paraguay for next year’s finals. 
Milutinovic. 53, replaces Frenchman 
Philippe Troussier. whose reward for tak- 
ing the team to the finals was the sack. 
NFA president Abdulmumini Arainu said 
the Yugoslav was the “best choice for 
Nigeria at this juncture, we deserve noth- 
ing but the best." Milutinovic’s contract is 
for an initial period of seven months, start- 
ing from January 1. 1998. He will receive a 
signing-on fee of SI 00.000 and a monthly 
tax-free salary of $35,000. The Yugoslav 
will earn $50,000 bonus if Nigeria reach 
the second round in France. $75,000 if they 
make the quarter-finals, another $75,000 if 
they finish third. $ 1 50.000 is they reach the 
final and $250,000 for winning the World 
Cup. Nigeria are the fourth different coun- 
try Milutinovic will have coached in the 
past four World Cups. Sacked last month 
by Mexico despite taking them through to 
France and coached the USA four years 
ago. Milutinovic was at the helm with 
Costa Rica in 1 990 and Mexico for the first 
time in 1986. Milutinovic will be the most 
experienced coach in France alongside 
Carlos Paneira. who led Brazil to glory 
four years ago having coached Kuwait in 
1982 before taking the United Arab 
Emirates for 1990. Parreira is now in 
charge of Saudi Arabia. 


England 
to face 
Chile 
and Saudi 
Arabia 

LONDON (AFP) — Chile 
and Saudi Arabia will be 
England's next World Cup 
warm-up- opponents, coach 
Glen Hoddle confirmed on 
Thursday. 

Chile, who have drawn 
Italy, Cameroon and 
Austria in World Cup 
Group B, will visit 
Wembley on February II. 
The England coach has 
to finalise trppdrientf 
for his planned friendlies in 
March and April, although 
plans for a March visit to 
take on the USA in 
Washington DC have been 
dropped. 

But Hoddle has agreed to 
play host to the Saudis — 
who face France, South 
Africa and Denmark in 
Group C — at Wembley on 
May 23 in the final home 
game before the finals. 

Hoddle said: "We're 

looking to develop a bal- 
anced and helpfii! fixture 
list between now and the 
start of the World Cup and 
both Chile and Saudi 
Arabia have qualified for 
France 98. 

“Chile are clearly similar 
in style to Colombia: ik 
same can be said of Saudi 
Arabia in comparison with 
Tunisia — and both 
Colombia and Tunisia, of 
course, figure in our group 
at the World Cup. 

“We’ve other fixtures to 
confirm, notably in March 
April and the end of M*)- 
I’m very pleased with the 
progress we’re making-” 
England have only 
Chile four times previous- 
ly, winning 2-0 in Rio de 
Janeiro in the 1950 World 
Cup finals and 2-1 > n 
Santiago three years later- 
The next game, also iu 
Santiago, saw England 
draw 0-0 on their Sourt 
American tour of I^- 
while the only game 3i 
Wembley was ano^ 
goalless draw in 1989. 

England’s only previous 
meeting with the Saudi* 3 
1-1 draw in Riyadh * n 
November 1988. Ton) 
Adams’s goal in that cafl 12 
was his last for England- 
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Abu Samra wins National Rally 

Mohammad Al Daoud takes Jordan Open title 


By Roufan Nahtaas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ma'rouf Abu Samra and co-driver Amjad Al 
Sbamaileh Friday won the final rally of the 1997 season, dri- 
ving their Ford Sierra Cosworth 4x4 to victory with a lime of 
25.59 minutes. 

Ahmad Al Daoud and co-driver Malek Hariri came second 
in a Ford Sierra Cosworth 4x4 clocking 28.22m and Moham- 
mad Al Daoud and co-driver Khaled Zakaria in a Ford Sier- 
ra Cosworth 4x4 finished third with a time of 32.21m. 

Ibrahim Ata Ali and co-driver Fahed Al Naber took fourth 
place with 33.36m in a Ford Sierra Cosworth 4x4. 

Following a late night meeting, officials deducted penalty 
points against Abu Samra and Ata Ali and decided to give 2 
minutes penalties so the final times were changed to Abu 
Samra with 27.59m and Ata Ali with 34.36m. 

Sixteen drivers had initially registered but ten started the 
rally and only seven finished the race. 

Due to heavy rainfall that swept tine Kingdom the rally had 


to be stopped and only the first three stages counted. 

The drivers faced some hard road conditions as some faced 
mechanical problems due to the wet and uncontrollable 
rough terrain of the route covering a total distance of 241.34 
kilometres passing through 3 special stages: Dabaa’, Saiayta 
and MudeisesaL 

The only women's team, Tala Al Shawa and co-driver 
Nancy Al Majali, came in the seventh place in their Ford 
Fiesta XR2i. 

With the Avis National Rally result Mohammad Al Daoud 
won the Jordan Open Drivers Championship for the 1997 
season. Khaled Zakaria won the co-drivers championship 
1997. 

The rally was held under the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Faisal. Prizes were handed to the winners at a 
ceremony at Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) head- 
quarters Friday evening. 

RAO will hold another prize-giving ceremony wrapping 
up this year’s season and crowning the champions of the Jor- 
dan Open Drivers Championship on Dec. 21. 


Football megastars killing the game 
says Dynamo Kiev coach 


KIEV (AFP) — Multi-mil- 
lionaire football players like 
Inter Milan star Ronaldo are 
killing the game. Dynamo 
Kiev head coach Valery 
Lobanovski said, adding 
that England marksman 
Alan Shearer would not be 
welcome in his team. 

“I’m sure that new star 
players like Ronaldo are 
slowing the development of 
football,” he told a press 
conference. 

“They receive money they 
do not deserve,” he added. 
"They are working the way 
they consider to be right, 
but they don’t understand 
what exactly the game itself 
demand from a player 
today. 

“As for me, for example. I 
would never invite top Eng- 
lish player Alan Shearer to 


be the member of Dynamo 
Kiev team.” he added. 

He defended his team 
againsr criticism over their 
2-0 defeat against Shearer’s 
Newcastle United side in 
last week’s Champions’ 
League match, saying 
Ukrainian journalists had 
only seen the match on tele- 
vision. 

It was impossible to report 
on matches from television 
coverage, which concen- 
trates on the ball and 
ignores off-the-ball move- 
ment by key players. 

“The most important 
thing in modem football is 
what a player is doing on a 
pitch when he’s not in 
posession of the ball, not 
vice-versa.” he continued. 

“I consider star team, not 
the star player, to have more 


prospects, taking into con- 
sideration evolution of the 
game,” Lobanovski said. 

"I don't really care which 
team we play in the quarter- 
finals.” Lobanovsky toJd 
AFP after finding out his 
team had been drawn Italian 
giants Juventus. 

“We should be ready to 
meet any competitor if we 
cannot choose them our- 
selves” he added. 

He said his team, which 
finished top of its qualifying 
group, is capable of over- 
coming the Italians. 

“I think it’s good our two 
matches start in Turin (on 
March 4). That means we 
have much more chances to 
prepare the pitch at Kiev’s 
Olympic Stadium properly 
by March IS,” he said. 


Campagnoni 
dominates 
giant slalom 

VAL D’ISERE (AFP) — 
Italy's Deborah Cam- 
pagnoni won her eighth 
straight World Cup giant 
slalom here on Friday. 

The Italian had a com- 
bined time of 2mins 
18.83. 

Austria’s Alexandra 
Messnitzer was second in 
2:18.93. France's Leila 
Piccard (2:20.02) was 
third. 

Germany’s Katja 

Seizinger. who led after 
the first run and was 
poised to beat French leg- 
end Jean-CIaude Killy's 
1967 record of winning 
six consecutive World 
Cup speed events, crashed 
out in the second run. 


Utah defeat .Orlando; Seattle overcome Denver 


ORLANDO ( AP) — Karl 
Malone scored 30 points 
and Utah broke open a 
dose game with a 13-0 
second-half run to pull 
away from the Orlando 
Magic 85-73 Thursday 
nighL 

The National Basket- 
ball Association’s sec- 
ond-leading scorer didn’t 
have a basket during the 
seven-minute . stretch in 
which the Jazz took con- 
trol, but delivered nine of 
his team’s final II points 
down the stretch. 

Adam Keefe, with 11 
points, and John Stock- 
ton, with 10. provided 
offencive support for 
Malone. Utah held Orlan- 
do to two field goals by 
Darrell Armstrong in the 
first nine minutes of the 
final quarter. 

Rony Seikaly had 20 
points and 10 rebounds ro 
lead the Magic, which 
appeared sluggish despite 
playing on five days’ rest. 

• Phoenix Suns 89, 
Dallas Mavericks 75: At 
Dallas, Antonio McDyess 
scored 10 of his 14 points 
during a third-quarter 
surge and the Phoenix 
Suns sent the Dallas 
Mavericks to their sev- 
enth straight defeat. 

The Suns ended their 
three-game losing streak. 
They led 48-45 with 6:09 
left in the third period 
before going on a 22-8 
run to close the quarter. 

McDyess had two 
dunks and Rex Chapman 
and George McCloud hit 
3-pointers as Phoenix 
took a 70-53 lead. Dallas 
lost for the ISth time in 
20 games. 

Cliff Robinson scored 
17 points and Danny 
manning had 1 3 for 
Phoenix. The Suns have 
won 20 of their last 22 
games against the Maver- 
icks, who got 23 points 
from Robert Pack. 

• Los Angeles Clippers 
82, Golden State War- 
riors 78: In The Los 
Angeles suburb of Ana- 
heim, Brent Barry scored 
1 7 points in the first 
quarter and Lamond 
Murray made four free 
throws in the final 17 
seconds ro preserve the 
Los Angeles Clippers* 
victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 

The Warriors, who 



Denver Nuggets' Eric Washington(M) tries to go 
around defending Hersey Hawkins (33) of the Seattle 
SuperSonics, during first quarter play at KeyArena on 
December 18. Seattle won 119-106 (Reuters photo) 


trailed by 20 after the 
first quarter, pulled with- 
in 69-68 with 5:54 
remaining, but eight 
points by Murray helped 
keep the Clippers in 
front. 

Barry finished with 23 
points, while Murray had 
19 as the Clippers ended 
a four-game losing 
slump. Joe Smith scored 
19 for Golden State. 

• Seattle Supersonics 
119, Denver Nuggets 
106: In Seattle, Vin 

Baker had 18 points and 
10 rebounds as the Seat- 
tle Supersonics defeated 
the Denver Nuggets for 
their fifth straight victo- 
ry- 

Six Sonics scored in 
double figures, helping 
Seattle win its 11th con- 
secutive home game and 
improve its record to an 
NBA- best 20-5. 

The Nuggets remained 
the only winless road 
team in the NBA, drop- 
ping to 0-13. Eric Wash- 
ington led the Nuggets 
with 18 points and Danny 
Fortson added 14 as Den- 
ver lost its sixth straight 
game. 

Detlef Schrempf and 
Gary Payton added 16 
points each for the Son- 
ics. who matched their 
highest-scoring game of 
the season. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A leading Bank in Jordan is seeking to hire qualified 
people in the following fields: 

. • Systems Analysts on UNIX 

• Programmers in Oracle 

• Telecommunications Engineers 

Your CVs are to be submitted to the attention of: 

Recruiting Department 
P.O.Box 830970 
Amman 11183 Jordan 

With a hand-written covering letter in English 


Potential investor in World Series 
champion Marlins sale drops out 


MIAMI (AFP) — The sale of the 
World Series champion Florida Mar- 
lins from H. Wayne Huizenga to a 
group headed by team president Don 
Smiley may have hit a snag. 

The Ackeriey Group, a Seattle- 
based company that owns the Nation- 
al Basketball Association’s Seattle 
SuperSonics, has decided against 
investing in the Marlins because it 
cannot have the control it wants. 

The end of the negotiations with 
Ackeriey raises questions on whether 
Smiley will be able to raise the $150 
million asking price for the team. 
Besides cash, Ackeriey was expected 
to be involved in team ownership and 
stadium financing. 

Barry Ackeriey. the chief executive 
of the company, said in a statement 
Wednesday that the team ended nego- 
tiations because the “proposed deal 
was nor consistent with the Ackeriey 
Group's investment criteria of haring 
a lead ownership portion in all its 
investments and acquisitions.” 

The announcement by Ackeriey 


comes after the Miami Herald report- 
ed last weekend that Smiley's deal 
may be in jeopardy. An unidentified 
high-ranking team official told the 
newspaper that Smiley’s deal may not 
materialize, and if it does not. Huizen- 
ga likely would own the team next 
season. 

Huizenga said last week he would 
be willing to keep the team into next 
season if Smiley’s bid falls through. 
The sale was announced November 5 
and Smiley was supposed to have his 
group together by Huizeoga’s Decem- 
ber 5 deadline. The Herald said that 
the deadline was extended until this 
week and is likely to be extended fur- 
ther. 

Smiley said five weeks ago he was 
"two-thirds” of the way toward meet- 
ing Huizenga ’s asking price. But sev- 
eral smaller investors in South Florida 
have voiced concerns about investing 
in a venture in which they would have 
no control. 

Smiley said at the time of the sale 
that he planned to cut expenses, start- 


ing with the team's $53 million pay- 
roll. He has already delivered on that 
promise, with the latest slashing tak- 
ing place Monday when pitcher Kevin 
Brown, who will make $4.8 million in 
1998, was traded to San Diego. 

Marlins general manager Dave 
Dombrowski has already unloaded 
outfielders Moises Alou and Devon 
White, pitcher Robb Nen and first 
baseman Jeff Conine since winning 
the World Series in October. 

The Marlins had a 36 per cent 
increase in attendance this season, but 
reportedly lost more than $36 million. 

Regardless of whether Smiley or 
Huizenga owns the team next season, 
neither wants to keep the Marlins in 
Pro Player Stadium, a facility which 
also houses the National Football 
League’s Dolphins and one in which 
the Marlins receive almost no income 
from luxury boxes. 

Huizenga and Smiley are lobbying 
for a new publicly-financed stadium. 


French hopeful of saving Grand Prix 


PARIS (AFP) — French auto racing officials emerged 
from a meeting Thursday with Formula One boss Max 
Mosley saying they still believe there is a chance of sal- 
vaging next year’s French Grand Prix. 

Mosley had said he believed there was little chance of 
France hosting a Grand Prix next season even if a solu- 
tion was found in the dispute over television rights. 

Mosley has said France should amend its laws allowing 


all channels to broadcast coverage of major events to 
keep alive its hopes of staging a race in 1999. 

FIA want the law amended to protect exclusive deals 
struck with major networks. 

"What is now urgently needed is a determined effort to 
clarify French television law as quickly as possible so the 
1999 French Grand Prix can be included in the 1999 FIA 
Formula One World Championship.” Mosley said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as *J UAJ1086 087 +AQJ10 3 

South you hold: 

The bidding has proceeded: 

*K7 6 9AJ4 07 64 *AKQJ NOBTH EAST SOUTH WEST 


The bidding has proceeded: 
■ north east - south 
u Pan .?+- 
20 . Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


1* Pans 83 

..mi-. Pa* 5 ? 

-What de you bid now? 


Pass 


Q. B - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K Q 10 4 <?K8B OA10 *AB74 


*9 5 <?AKJ1094 0A94 *QJ ^'sOLTTH^ WEST 

Your nght-hand opponent opens p .« 2 + Pan 

the bidding with one diamond. 20 Pan ? 

What action do you take? What do you bid now? 


Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold- 


Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*A 10 8 6 3 <7A8 CQ108 *AJ4 *AQJ62 r?K2 oA +KQJI05 

hast 


The bidding has proceeded: The 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST SOUTH 

1 NT Pan 3* Pan l* 

4* Pan ? g* 

What do you bid now? ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


NORTH EAST 
Pan K? Pan 

Pan 3U Pan 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER 

FROM 

UNIVERSITY BOOKSHOP 


DISCOUNTS 


RANGING BETWEEN 

m% to 

ON ALL ITEMS 

EXCEPT MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS 
HAPPY HOLD) AY SEASON TO ALL 

UNIVERSITY 


% 


BOOKSHOP 

WASH AL TAL 
( GARDENS) ST. 

TEL: 606271 



J.T. E-mail: jotimes@go.com.jo 


- O 


Delicattessen 

FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
TO YOUR TABLE.. 
ENJOYJ 

Cheeses, Cold Cuts, and Sea Foods 


FRENCH 

Cheeses, 

ITALIAN 
Mortadella and 
Pnociutto, 
Parma Ham 
and Salami.. 
AUSTRIAN 
Cold Cuts 
(Beef and 
Turkey) 
SCOTCH 
Smoked Salmon. 




FRESH FRENCH 
Sea Food 

LOBSTER 
MUSSELS 
SCALOPE 
OYSTERS 
SALMON 
SARDINE 
CLAMS 
CRAB 
OCTOPUS 
SOLE and 
SNAILS. 


ONE STOP SHOP 

SHMISANI TEL 665311 

AIRPORT ROAD TEL 815558 


•• 

TASra JolA 
AtiOOA jl LUi Jo 1 " 


FROZEN Smoked Sea Food 
SALZBURGER Xmas Stoffel Cake 
BUTTERBALL Turkey Whole sc Breast, and Frozen Selections 

SAFEWAY i> (HiJL-i 


| 1 
iikii 


*•*&! 
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Santa a Democrat, 
Grinch surely a 
Republican — poll 

WASHINGTON ( r, _ 
Santa is surely a registered 
Democrat. given his repuUi- 
lion as a public benelaciw. 
according to an opinion po|| 
But the “Grinch Who Slot 
Christmas." the fictional 
spoilsport invented by juthor 
Dr. Seuss. is a Republican, 
the poll by Fri\ News cnn- 
eluded. The survey of txij 
registered voters found that 
39 per cent thought Santa 
would register as a Democrat 
against 22 per cent as a 
Republican. And 23 per rent 
were not sure what pans he 
belonged to — suggesting 
these voters may not believe 
in Santa at all. Some 13 per 
cent called him an 
Independent — he does, after 
all. bestow gifts indiscrimi- 
nately. 

Ghost pops up at 
Cambridge in time 
for Christmas 

LONDON (AFP) - 
Cambridge University's old- 
est college. Peterhouse. has a 
ghost, but plans to exorcise it 
have come up against scep- 
tics among the scientific 
teaching staff. The ghost r. 
said to be that of Franci- 
Dawes, who hanged himsel: 
at the college in ITS 1 ). The 
dean of Peterhouse has sug- 
gested an exorcism, but sent 
tutors an? sceptical of the 
ghost's existence and other- 
keen to keep it because of the 
publicity benefits. Two preu- 
ous exorcisms have been or 
ried out in the college. In the 
1 8th century a poltergeist 
removed from a student' 
room and. more recently, a 
former dean c;irried out a cer- 
emony because of iL 
appearance of a dark pres- 
ence in a comer of the col- 
lege's old courtyard over- 
looking a graveyard. 

It’s official — sex is 
good for your health 

LONDON IAFP) — Mm 
over the age of 45 who Kern 
up their sexual prowess t» 
bed live longer than their 
counterparts who hecom; 
bed bores, new research al- 
lied out in Britain shoto. 
According to a 10-year Mudy 
of nearly 1 .OHO men between 
the ages of 45 and 59 living n 
Wales, having regular s.*' 
reduces the risk of moriali:. 1 
by aruund a hall. Result <>! 
the study were publislt-'d 
Friday in the British McJhJ 
Journal in which 
researchers projv>se a nau ,,rv 
wide campaign to proiTh t- 
the benefits of iin active s -"- 
life. 


Mouthwash drunk 1 
gets 2-year road ban 

LONDON t AFP) — A dn’-.t 
caught hy British police iw*’ - 
ly three times over the 
limit because of his addict 1 ''' 1 
to alcoholic mouthwash h- 
becn banned from driving ,lH 
IWii years. British p* 1 ’"' 
reports said t >n Friday. Rohr 
Jowic. 59. escaped a ban 
year after he (old magistrate’ 
he did not know (lust i' :; 
mouthwash was aJcub^'s- 
but prosecutors ^ucccs-fi’l'? 
appealed against die dix'iM'' 11 
The former alcoholic. 
vteted of drink driving ^ ■■ 
a*un in Staffordshire. 
England, on Thursday. < - Ji ; 
he drank Listcrinc — 
contains 26 per cent aM 10, 
— because it caw hm 1 •' 
"good feeling." 

Mao’s grandson 
spent honeymoon 

in capitalist Hong 
Kong — report 

HONG KONG i.MTi ' 
Mao Xinyu. the grands^ ' 
communist China's fcniiivt^ r - 
Mau Zedong, spent his ho-* 
eymoon in Hong Kong. 
“secretly" came lo th LK nF 
iron of capitalism early 5»"’ 
month lor his lione.viiio'-' 
and was vxn dining ,l ‘ 
restaurants here, a cNam^ 
in the Oriental Daily N<-T 
said. He met with 
leading property tycoon? N-* 
and discussed his prep- 1 * 
business in Qiina- 


Irarrs chief 
justice warns 


Iran hopes to restart talks 
on Rushdie — Mohajerani 


LONDON (R) — Iran 
hopes to restart negotiations 
with the European Union 
over the fatwa — or death 
edict — hanging over 
British author Salman 
Rushdie, an Iranian minister 
was quoted on Friday as 
saying. 

Islamic Guidance 

Minister Seyyed Ataollah 
Mohajerani told Britain's 
Independent newspaper no 
one would now' be executed 
under the fatwa. but his 
government could not can- 
cel it. 

Iran’s former spiritual 
leader. Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, pronounced the 
fatwa against Mr. Rushdie 
in 19S9 after deeming the 
author's novel "The Satanic 


ANKARA (AP) — A 
Kurdish guerrilla leader 
appealed to European 
Union countries to mediate 
peace talks with Turkey, 
saying he was ready for a 
ceasefire. Kurdish televi- 
sion said Friday. 

Abdullah Ocalan. leader 
of the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK1. made his 
appeal in letters to leaders 
of EU countries earlier this 
week. London-based 
Kurdish Med TV told the 
Associated Press. 

Turkey has ignored simi- 
lar truce calls from Mr. 
Ocalan in the past, saying 
negotiating with an organi- 
sation that it regards us ter- 
rorist was out of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Ocalan’s call followed 


Verses” to be blasphemous. 
He said any Muslim in a 
position to kill Mr. Rushdie 
had a duty to do so. 

Mr. Rushdie has since led 
a shadowy existence under 
British police protection 
while European govern- 
ments have exerted pressure 
on Tehran to lift the fatwa. 

Mr. Mohajerani told the 
Independent: “Iran will not 
execute anyone regarding 
this fatwa. But a fatwa from 
a religious authority is not 
something to be cancelled 
by a government — and the 
government of Iran cannot 
ignore it or cancel it” 

Mr. Rushdie reacted cau- 
tiously to the interview. 
“My own attitude is ‘wait 
and see.’” he told the paper. 


Turkey's recent exclusion 
from EU expansion plans. 
EU leaders cited the coun- 
try's alleged human rights 
violations and territorial 
disputes with Greece in 
keeping Turkey out at this 
stage of the expansion. 

Most of the human rights 
allegations relate to 
Turkey’s war with the 
Kurdish rebels in the south- 
east. The Turkish array is 
accused of burning and 
forcibly evacuating villages 
believed to be linked to the 
rebels. 

The army has been carry- 
ing out offensives against 
PKK bases in Turkey and in 
northern Iraq to prevent the 
guerrillas from taking shel- 
ter in the mountains during 
the winter. 


“People seem very eager 
to believe that change is 
taking place on very scant 
evidence.” 

Iran and the EU recently 
healed a diplomatic rift that 
began in April when a 
German court accused Iran 
of state-sponsored “terror- 
ism." 

Tehran ordered [he 
German ambassador to 
leave Iran and other EU 
states withdrew their envoys 
in protest. 

“The negotiations with the 
European Union were 
stopped when the EU 
ambassadors left,” Mr. 
Mohajerani said. “Now we 
hope we can restart negotia- 
tions." 


“We welcomed that 
Turkey’s membership was 
indexed upon its improve- 
ment of human rights." the 
daily Hurriyet newspaper 
quoted Mr. Ocalan as say- 
ing in his letter on Friday. 
“Turkey can only reach its 
goal [for EU membership] 
if it admits the existence of 
a Kurdish nation and its 
democratic rights." 

Turkey does not gram 
Kurds cultural rights and 
bans Kurdish in broadcast- 
ing and education. Turkish 
military officials were not 
available for comment. 

More than 28.000 people 
have been killed in the con- 
flict since 19S4. 


against ‘plots’ 
targeting 
Islamist regime 

TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran’s 
chief justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi on 
Friday warned against any 
domestic plots aimed at the 
Islamist regime and its 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Aii Khamenei. 

“Justice cannot remain 
silent about plots and 
intrigue" against the 
Islamic Republic and will 
react to such conspiracies, 
Mr. Yazdi said during 
Friday prayers at Tehran 
University. 

The comments by Iran’s 
lop judicial official were 
clearly aimed at liberals 
and religious Shiite 
Muslims who have been 
accused of “conspiracy and 
treason" for openly ques- 
tioning the extent of 
Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
political powers. 

“What is happening for 
you to say such things and 
bring harm to the guide 
eight years after his instal- 
lation.” said Mr. Yazdi, a 
conservative dose to 
Ayatollah Khamenei and a 
key figure in the Islamist 
regime. 

Mr. Yazdi’s comments 
come several days after the 
arrest of Iran’s main liberal 
opposition figure rbrahim 
Yazdi, 65, on Sunday. His 
arrest and incarceration at 
Evin prison outside Tehran 
follows several months of 
intense power struggle 
between rival factions in 
the Iranian leadership. 
Ibrahim Yazdi had criti- 
cised conservatives close to 
Ayatollah Khamenei for 
their opposition to Iran's 
moderate new President 
Mohammad Khatami. 


Kurdish rebel commander 
renews truce call with Turkey 


FATHER XMAS, GRANDFATHER FROST 'KISS AND MAKE UP': Santa Claus 
from Finland and Russian Ded Moroz (Grandfather Frost) hug each other at 
Torfyanovka border check-point, 210 km north-west of St. Petersburg on Thursday. 
Santa Claus and Ded Moroz met at the Russian-Finnish border as part of pre- 
Christmas celebrations (AP photo) 


Lebanese army links back 
south with rest of republic 


KFAR FALOUS (R) — The 
Lebanese army on Friday 
opened for the first time in 
12 years a crossing to 
Jezzine, a town held by pro- 
Israeli militiamen that is 
seen as a testing ground for 
peace prospects in south 
Lebanon. 

Residents from Jezzine 
and the village of Kfar 
FaJous embraced and 
sounded car horns after the 
army, trying to prove it can 
re-establish authority over 
south Lebanon, reopened 
the crossing at the village. 

“I am very happy. We 
thank God and we thank our 
government for reopening 
the crossing. We hope that 
one day there will be peace 
between all of Lebanon’s 
sects,” said Youssef Abu 
Kassem, a priest from Kfar 
Falous. 

The crossing was closed 
in 1985 when Israel carved 
out its current south 
Lebanon occupation zone, 
forcing residents of Jezzine 
— the largest Christian 
town in soutiT Lebanon — to 


Lebanese people wave flags at the reopening on Friday, of 
the Kfar Falous crossing (AP photo) 


take a circuitous route to 
enter the rest of their coun- 
try ruled from Beirut. 

The Jezzine enclave is for- 
mally outside the Israeli 
occupation zone and under 
the control of the Israeli- 
directed militia, the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA). 

Jubilant residents walked 
along the mountain road 
past check points set up by 
the array beside barbed wire 
fences. Signs warned of 
land mines, which were 
removed in recent days, a 
reminder of the frequent 
clashes between Hizbollah 
guerrillas fighting Israeli 
forces and their client SLA 
militiamen. 

Beirut's authoritative A1 
Nahar newspaper said the 
Lebanese government 
decided to go ahead with 
the opening after U.S. offi- 
cials. apparently after con- 
sultations with Israel, gave a 
guarantee of calm at the 
crossing. 


Gulf leaders un der pressure to show their alliance works 


By Diana Elias 

KUWAIT (AP) — When the 
heads of state of six oil-rich 
Gulf countries meet Saturday, 
[hev will be under pressure in 


show their 16-year alliance has 
achieved more than just setting 
up separate passport counters 
for their nationals at airports. 

The Gulf Cooperation 
Council was founded in 1981 


amid hopes that it would help 
unify the oil-rich countries of 
the Arabian peninsula, which 
share similar cultures, tradi- 
tions and values. 

But a joint military force Is 
little more than a token army 
and there is the widespread 
belief in the region that the 
alliance, which groups Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and 


Oman, has accomplished little. 

“The Gulf procession is 
going at the pace of a turtle in 
the age of satellites." Kuwait's 
former education minister, 
Ahmad A1 Rubei, wrote in the 
Al Qabas newspaper. “Our 
people are worried about their 
future." 

Osama Safar. 33. a public 
relatiorcs officer, said the “only 
tangible achievement I can sec 


is that they have allocated a 
separate passport counter for 
GCC nationals at the airports.” 

The alliance's secrreiary-gcn- 
eral. Jamil Al Hojeilan, defend- 
ed its accomplishments, saying 
that the “council has achieved 
many things, but the problem 
with it is that many of these 
achievements are no( visible." 

He said that thanks lo the 
GCC. Gulf nationals can now 
own property, dn business and 
take bank loans in any member 
stale. 

Speaking at the end of a 
meeting of GCC foreign minis- 
ters — who drew up the agen- 
da for Saturday's .innual sum- 
mit in Kuwait — Mr. A I 
Hojeilan promised the Itcads of 
state would take decisions that 
would make “some of the 
wishes of GCC nationals come 
true." 

He said the agenda included 
forcing employer; to give pri- 
ority to other GCC nationals 
when locals were not available, 
and giving GCC citizens a new 


passport whose magnetic strip 
would make it unnecessary for 
them to fill in immigration 
forms. 

Mr. AJ Ruhei would find this 
fur from satisfactory and wants 
lire GCC leaders lo “cancel the 
word 'postpone'" from their 
vocabulary when lltcy sit 
itround the (able Saturday. 

“We want .specific programs 
and dates for gradual unifica- 
tion. beginning with economic 
issues and ending will) political 
ones." he wrote in Al (Jubas. 

"Our peoples want (die use 
of) passports cancelled and 
limits on movement uf individ- 
uals and cargo removed. We 
want a modern train network 
that would connect the GCC 
states, carrying people and 
pnxIucLs from plants and 
I arms." 

Mr. Al Hojeilan also said the 
summit agenda featured a pro- 
posal m set up a 3ft- member 
“citizen’s advisory pane!" that 
would advise Gulf leaders — 
none of whom were elected — 


as to the concerns of their citi- 
zens. 

The summit is also expected 
tn tackle relations with the 
GCC's two big neighbours, 
Iran and Iraq. 

Under the moderate govern- 
ment of President Mohammad 
Khatami. Iran has been warm- 
ing to the Gulf nations, making 
better lies a foreign policy pri- 
ority. 

The GCC appears divided as 
to flow lo approach Iraq, 
although none of the member* 
supported possible U.S. mili- 
tary 1 ut-'lirtn against Baghdad 
during Iraq's three-week stand- 
off with U.N. ;irms inspectors 
dial began in late October. 

Bahrain. Oman and Qatar 
have diplomatic relations with 
Baghdad. The Emirates has 
low-level contacts wiffi Ipjq. 
but Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have hoyuitted Iraq since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dr. Bassam Khatib 
E.N.T. Consultant 
French Board 

D.U. OTOLOGY - OTONEUROLOGY 

• Member of the American Academy & French Sociely 
of Otorhinolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery. 
Member of the American Neurotology Society. 

• Member of G. Portman Institute for Ear & Skull Base 
Surgery. 

Announcing the opening of private clinic 
Working hours are from: 

8:30 - 1:30 p.m. 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle - opposite Farah 
Hospital. Al Baerony Medical Complex 
ClinicTelefax: 643088 - 
Mobile: 079/56634 

Home: 841417 __ 


Jordan Times Lottery Rules 

No. 17. Dec. 20. 1997 

Clip 20 coupons during the month of December. 1997 and fill 
in your name, address and lelephone number on each, then 
mail to: 

"Car Competition” 

— Jordan Time* 

P.OJBox 6710 
Amman 


Name: 

Address: 

Tel.: 


Turkey hints it could 
soften stance on EU 


ANKARA (AFP) — Vice- 
premier Bulent Ecevil said 
Friday that Turkey would 
“reserve its right” for full 
membership of the European 
Union, signalling a possible 
softening in Ankara's harsh 
stance against the EU. 

“Full ELI membership is 
Turkey’s legitimate right" 
under a 1963 association 
agreement Mr. Ecevit told the 
private television channel 
CTV ‘Turkey will reserve this 
right." he said 

Mr. Ecevit's remarks dif- 
fered from an announcement 
by Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz who threatened 
Wednesday to formally with- 
draw Ankara's 1987 applica- 
tion lor full membership of 
the EU in the event that the 
bloc fails to include Ankara in 
its list of candidate states by 
June. 

Citing concerns for human 
rights in Turkey and Turkish- 
Greek rows. EU leaders last 
Saturday excluded Ankara 
from negotiations on joining 
an enlarged union. 

EU leaders instead offered 
Turkey a seat at a standing 


pan-European conference in a 
bid to defuse its anger over 
being shut out oF enlargement 
plans. 

Reacting to Saturday's deci- 
sion. Ankara initially respond- 
ed by declaring it was sever- 
ing political ties with the EU. 
Then came Mr. Yilmaz’s dec- 
laration of Wednesday. 

Mr. Yilmaz, currently in 
Washington, reiterated there 
Thursday that Ankara was still 
considering withdrawing its 
application to join the 
European Union. 

But according to Turkish 
newspapers. Mr. Yilmaz said 
in Washington: “Turkey will 
consider withdrawal.” and not 
‘Turkey will withdraw." 

The newspapers said the 
conservative Mr. Yilm;iz had 
mode his harsh announcement 
of Wednesday without con- 
sulting witli his coalition part- 
ners. including left-leaning 
Mr. Ecevil and a small centrist 
party. 

Mr. Ecevit downplayed the 
press reports, saying the situa- 
tion has not caused major dis- 
agreements within the govern- 
ment. 


Ankara and the European 
bloc signed an association 
agreement in 1 963. calling for 
an eventual membership. 
Turkey then applied to join the 
ELI in 1987. but its bid has 
been rejected twice since then. 

Ankara has been accusing 
the ELI of making false 
promises over its 34-year bid 
for EU membership, while 
Greece. Ankara's long-stand- 
ing rival, has repeatedly 
opposed moves to include the 
Turks. 

During their Saturday sum- 
mit. ELI leaden* agreed to 
launch preliminary accession 
talks with 1ft former commu- 
nist stales and Cyprus. 

Turkish officials say their 
country's economy is in better 
shape than those of the central 
and eastern European candi- 
dates. and accuse the EU of 
discriminating against pre- 
dominantly Muslim Turkey. 

In response to the decision 
lo open talks with the Greek- 
Cvpriot government. Turkey 
has threatened to “integrate'' 
the island’s Turkish-held 
north. 
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